Nepean District Historical Society
February 2019 - Bulletin No 6
Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you
posted on what’s happening during the month.

February Meeting
The NDHS February Meeting & Annual General
Meeting will be held at Arms of Australia
Inn Museum on Saturday February 23, 2019
commencing at 1pm.
There will be no Guest Speaker for the February
Meeting due to time constraints of the AGM.

Membership is now due
Payment by cheque or cash please.
Only financial members are entitled to vote.
Nomination forms can be picked up at the
inn.
Could you please start considering what
role you might like to perform. Any of the
executive members would be happy to
answer any questions you may have.

Keys
People holding keys to the premises are
reminded that they need to be handed in at
the AGM on Saturday 23, 2019.

Reminder
Anyone holding property belonging to the
NDHS shoud kindly return it.

Volunteers
Do you know someone who likes history
and working with children?
We are looking for people who have a
few hours free to assist us with these school
groups.
The only requirement is that you do a
'Working with Children Check'  which is
required by law.
For further information please contact
Carmel on 0407 247 806.
or email info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au or
Phone 02 4735 4394 (during opening hours).

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 26th January
Australia Day Penrith City Council’s Australia
Day Festivities at Jamison Park 3pm to 8pm
Monday 28th January
Australia Day Public Holiday (Arms of Australia
Inn closed)
Saturday 16th February
Seniors Festival Thornton Oval 5pm to 8pm
Saturday February 23, 2019
NDHS Meeting & AGM
Saturday 16th March 2019
Penrith CBD Festival

News Spot
•

Lendlease Jordan Springs is offering a donation of $500 to the NDHS for attendance at a Morning Tea
Information Session. Please contact Harry May on 02 4732 1520 for details.

•

Saturday 26th January - Penrith City Council Australia Day Celebrations at Jamison Park 3pm to 8pm.

This Month in...
1606 - February - The Dutch East India Company (VOC) ship Duyfken, under Captain Willem Janszoon,
explored the western coast of Cape York Peninsula. This was the first recorded landfall by a European on
Australian soil.
1788 - 3 February - Rev. Richard Johnson held the colony’s first religious service ‘on the grass’.
6 February - Women convicts came ashore at Sydney Cove. There followed a ‘scene of debauchery
and riot’, accompanied by a violent thunderstorm.
7 February - The whole party assembled on the west side of Sydney Cove, where the deputy judgeadvocate, David Collins read the King’s commission establishing Captain Phillip’s governorship over the
colony and the letters patent establishing civil and criminal courts. Phillip addressed the convicts, wishing
them ‘reformation, happiness, and prosperity, in this new country'.
11 February - At the first criminal court, Samuel Barnsley was sentenced to 150 lashes for assault and
Thomas Hill to confinement in irons on a small rocky island at the head of the cove for stealing bread.
14 February - Lt. Philip Gidley King sailed with a party of 23 including 15 convicts, in Supply to found a
settlement on Norfolk Island, where native flax was to be harvested and other crops grown.
17 February - Rev. Johnson celebrated Holy Communion for the first time in the colony, according
to the rites of the church of England. The Communion took place in the tent of Lt. Ralph Clark. Lt. Henry Ball,
commander of the Supply on its way to Norfolk Island, discovered an island that he named after Admiral Lord
Howe.
27 February - Thomas Barratt was hanged for stealing in stores, the first execution.
29 February - James Freeman was pardoned for stealing flour, on the condition that he became public
executioner.
1804 - 1 February - Daniel Woodriff granted 1000 acres which covered most of the present Penrith suburb.
20 February - In Van Dieman's Land (Tasmania) the Risdon settlement was moved to Sullivan's Cove
(now Hobart) by Colonel David Collins.
1836 - 19 February - This was when SA was colonised. Governor John Hindrmarsh was the First Governor. South
Australia was colonised as a commercial and administrative partnership between the British Government and
the South Australian Colonisation Commission. The South Australian colony was established by the English and
wasn't penal.
1838 - 23 February - Samuel Terry died.
1869 - February - William Peter Howell born.
1892 - 16 February - William Peter Howell represented the Nepean district in a cricket match against Lord
Sheffield’s touring English cricket team led by Dr W G Grace. The match was organised by T R Smith on a
cricket field especially created for the occasion in front of Thornton Hall.
1902 - 27 February - Breaker Morant is executed for having shot Boers who had surrendered
1905 - 24 February - The last full-blooded Tasmanian aboriginal dies, Fanny Cochrane Smith, was born in
December 1834 and died as the last full-blooded Tasmanian Aboriginal. She is also considered to be the last
person who was able to speak Tasmania’s Indigenous Language fluently.
1913 - 20 February - The foundation stone for the city of Canberra is put in place
1919 - 3 February - Reception at Penrith Railway Station for returning soldiers. All outdoor gatherings
prohibited and all hotels closed in the County of Cumberland due to the outbreak of pneumonic influenza.
1919 - 28 February - Welcome home party for St Marys soldiers.
1923 - 9 February - Stanley Bruce became 8th Prime Minister of Australia.
1938 - 5–12 February - Sydney hosts the Empire Games, the forerunner to the Commonwealth Games.
1942 - 19 February - The Bombing of Darwin, also known as the Battle of Darwin, was the largest single attack
ever mounted by a foreign power on Australia.
1942 - February - Singapore falls, 15,000 Australians become Prisoners of War of the Japanese.
1944 - 16 February - Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade formed.
1959 - February - South Penrith Public School opens.
1962 - 10 February - 82 sailors die when HMAS Voyager sinks after collision with HMAS Melbourne.
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1966 - 14 February - Decimalisation; the Australian currency is changed to dollars and cents, with the
Australian dollar replacing the Australian pound.
1967 - 3 February - Ronald Ryan becomes the last person legally executed in Australia.
7 February - Black Tuesday bushfires devastate large areas of Hobart and south-eastern Tasmania; 62
people were killed.
9 February - Gough Whitlam becomes leader of the Labor Party.
1983 - 16 February - The Ash Wednesday bushfires kill 71 people.
1984 - 1 February - Medicare is established.
1989 - February - Penrith High School takes first students as a selective high school.
1992 - 22 February - Queensland holds a referendum on daylight saving, which is defeated with a 54.5% 'no'
vote.
2001 - 25 February - Death of Donald Bradman aged 92 in Kensington Park, Adelaide, South Australia.
2008 - 13 February - Kevin Rudd leads bi-partisan Parliamentary apology for the Stolen Generations.

Out of the past...
"BUILDINGS, PAST & PRESENT IN THE
PENRITH DISTRICT"
George Gyford's preamble to his slide show and comment,
26/8/87
"I hope you'll enjoy the slides I'll be putting on for you they will be slides of buildings of Penrith, past and present.
Most of us know about and have seen places like "Emu
Hall", "Mimosa", "Combewood" and other such grand and
historic places in the Penrith district, but for every such
grand place there would be dozens and dozens of small
Combewood
simple places, farmhouses and such, with a sprinkling of
other medium sized houses like Arthur Judge’s "Bella Vista", and it’s these modest houses, these are the places
that housed the life-blood of this district, they're the ones that housed the hundreds of railway workers that
kept the railway working in this district, these are the houses that housed the farmers that supplied the muchneeded milk and fruit and vegetables, and, unfortunately, these are the buildings that are fast disappearing
from the area - not "Fernhill, not "Emu Hall" - - these are the modest little cottages that are fast disappearing.
Tonight we have just heard of another place that
is about to go, just down the road from us, that is
"Allambie" - another place going down. Slab - but
they were homes for a lot of people. What I will show
you tonight is just a sprinkling of what remains. The
slides are selected from a set in the Society's safe
keeping, and also some of those from the collection
of Nepean District Archaeology Group, taken by
Darryl Cox, who is with us tonight, and by myself.
There's still too much work to be done by the small
band of volunteers; we need volunteers for research
and to record the history of the district. Any time
you could give us would be most welcome. Some
of you, and past members, would have a wealth of
information that could be very useful to us. So those
of you who have that information, why not share it
with us ?

Emu Hall
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FINE HOMES - Those of us who live "in town", that is, in the
inner part of Penrith City, are well aware of the intensely
rapid development of recent years - units, housing estates
and shopping centres, the Mall - these we see every day.
By chance the run-up to the Council Elections has seen me
assisting with the delivery of pamphlets to the outlying areas
of Orchard Hills, Mulgoa, Wallacia, etc. I am surprised and
impressed to find hundreds of magnificent homes on the back
roads, obviously built in the past decade or two, and having 5 25 acres around them. These must surely be the "fine homes" of
the future, as "Fernhill" etc. were of the past.
Dr. W.F.J. Cammack

Old St Joseph’s Convent

Quote
The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today. H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Sunday Roster

Riddle
A man is trapped in a room. The room has only two
possible exits, two doors. Through the first door there
is a room constructed from magnifying glass. The
blazing hot sun instantly fries anything or anyone
that enters. Through the second door there is a firebreathing dragon. How does the man escape?
Answer to last month’s riddle -They are all palindromes.
They can be read the same backward and forward.

20th January - Harry and Craig
3rd February - Ted and Richard
17th February - Ted and Richard
3rd March
- Harry
If you could please consider Inn Duty for the NDHS
for 2019 and if you are available please contact
Harry May on 02 4732 1520. It would be most
appreciated.

Contacts
Email 				
President 				
Vice President 			
Secretary 				
Treasurer/Public Officer 		
Museum Manager 		
Business Manager 		
					
Site Manager 			
Ordinary Committee Member
Editor Chronicle/ Publicity
				
Lantern Tours 			
					
Heritage Advisory Rep
Speakers 				
Books, Trips, Photography
Catering 				

info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
Ken Wright 		
0407 473 530
Trish Montgomery
0402 086 088
Harry May 		
02 4732 1520
Ted Nowak 		
0451 035 185
Carmel Heywood
0407 247 806
or email: carmelhey@live.com.au
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Richard Nutt 		
0407 014 157
Lisa Finn Powell
0424 466 823
or email: info@lisafinnpowell.com
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
or email:
craigj10@bigpond.com
Beth Moore
02 4735 1734
0407 014 157
Richard Nutt
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Elsa Speechley
02 4721 4993

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day,
please change with somebody
who can.
Please remember to sign in the
diary in the meeting room, and
write any information in the diary.
pertinent to your time on duty.
Birthday Wishes to the following
member
Vicki.

Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs
raffle prizes, so if you can help in
providing some, please take them
to the inn.

Museum Opening Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 4pm.

Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com

