Nepean District Historical Society
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Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you
posted on what’s happening during the month.

January’s Guest Speaker on
Saturday 19th
will be Beth Moore
Beth will bring us Part Two of her family story.
The first part of her story, in January 2018, told us about the lives of John Small and
Mary Parke, both of whom were convicts in the First Fleet. John was a soldier to start with, but turned to
highway robbery for which he was sentenced to hang.
His sentence was commuted to transportation beyond the seas for seven years. He arrived on the ship
Charlotte at Sydney Cove. He was to marry a convict woman by the name of Mary Parker who arrived on
the Lady Penryn also on a seven year sentence for stealing from her employer.
They were married by the Reverend Richard Johnson on the 12/10/1788 and settled at Kissing Point - now
Ryde - and went on to have seven children. Mary accidentally drowned in 1824 and John died in 1850 at the
age of 88, the last of the First Fleet convicts. Beth will continue the story on the 19th.

This Month in...
1788 - 26 January - Arrival of the First Fleet - The British established a settlement at Sydney Cove in Australia as
11 ships with 778 convicts arrived, thus setting up a penal colony to relieve overcrowded prisons in England.
1808 - 26 January - Arrest of Governor Bligh by the Rum Corps. Rev. Henry Fulton was present in support of
Governor Bligh
1814 - 24 January - John Best Superintendent of Convicts at Norfolk Island was granted 470 acres south of the
Great Western Road, known as Hornesywood Estate
1815 - January - Great Western Road (from Emu Ford to Parramatta) built through Woodriff grant by William
Cox
1818 - January - Toll levied at Emu Ford for Bathurst travellers
1818 - 4 January - Birth of James "Toby" Ryan at Castlereagh
1824 - 1 January - First horse race in Penrith was run between Peach Tree Creek and Parker Street
1828 - 8 January - John Tindale purchased John Best's grant and built Hornseywood (near Penrith High School)
1856 - 2 January - First traffic bridge over the Nepean River opened. It was washed away in a flood the
following year
1863 - 18 January - Penrith railway station opened
1878 - 30 January - Emu Plains disaster, 2 trains collided
1885 - 26 January - New St. Joseph's Convent School official opening which replaced the old school
1890 - 11 January - Sergeant James Beatty of Penrith police was murdered while on duty in High Street
1901 - January 1 - The Commonwealth of Australia was founded as six former British colonies became six
states with Edmund Barton as the first prime minister
1918 - Soldier Darrell Fowler died of disease in Baghdad
1919 - 1 January - Nurse Annie Major West was awarded the Royal Red Cross 2nd Class
30 January - Public reception for returned soldiers at Nepean Picture Theatre
1929 - January - Bushfires destroy the Emu Plains Anglican Church Rectory
29 January - First Privately run aerial races in Australia held at Penrith aerodrome (Speedway)

1949 - 1 January - Penrith, Castlereagh, St. Marys and A Riding of Nepean Shire were officially amalgamated
1981 - 19 January - Penrith Tourist Information Office opened to the public
1987 - 1 January - Nepean CAE became an original network member of the University of Western Sydney
1994 - 8 January - Penrith City Library opened for business in new Civic the Centre as bushfires swept through
the Penrith region
2002 - January - Horrendous bushfires continued to sweep through Wallacia, Mulgoa, Glenmore Park, Emu
Heights, Blue Mountains and Castlereagh
2002 - 24 January - $6.4 million grant from the State Government to contribute to the $12 million upgrade of
the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre

2019 MEMBERSHIP and NDHS AGM

News Spot

Membership is now due.

Lendlease Jordan Springs is offering a donation
of $500 to the NDHS for attendance at a Morning
Tea Information Session. Please contact Harry
May on 02 4732 1520 for details

Payment by cheque or cash please.
The AGM is on Saturday February 23, 2019
and only paid up members can nominate for
Committee positions.
Only financial members are entitled to vote.
Nomination forms can be picked up at the inn.
Could you please start considering what role
you might like to perform. Any of the executive
members would be happy to answer any
questions you may have.

Saturday 26th January - Penrith City Council
Australia Day Celebrations at Jamison Park 3pm
to 8pm
Congratulations to the Alstonville Plateau
Historical Society - Crawford House Museum on
winning the Museum and Galleries NSW 2018
IMAGINE award for ‘Frock Club’ - life in clothes
- in the category called Engagement Projects.

KEYS
Anyone holding keys to the premises are
reminded that they need to be handed in at the
AGM on Saturday 23, 2019.

OUT OF THE PAST
"WINBOURNE" MULGOA MOUNT SION
A select band of members and friends visited this property on Saturday, August, 9th. (1986)
Brother A.I. Keenan, one of our life-members, and a Jesuit from Mount St Marys, Strathfield, gave generously of
his time and knowledge of this property and the Cox family and their employees who had lived there from the
beginnings. Brother Keenan, who admits to 83 years, is still a delightful raconteur.
The day turned out fine and sunny after the recent week of rain. Brother Keenan joined some of us at the barbecue,
in between instruction and viewing. He pointed out where in the far valley, pits with iron tank kilns were used to
prepare charcoal in cars to run on gas, during petrol rationing in N.S.W. after the war.
The day's takings were donated towards a fund for the restoration of "Winbourne's" museum, the contents of which
were closely studied by all present. We are grateful to Brother Keenan and the Christian Brothers for the opportunity
to again see and hear about this historic "Cox" property.
The map, the descriptive text, a complimentary letter and "Campbell's Commandments", published in this
newsletter, are by courtesy of Brother Keenan.
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						CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
						MOUNT ST MARY,
						179 ALBERT ROAD, STRATHFIELD, N.S.W.2l35
							14 August, 1986
Dear Dr Cammack,
			
Herewith copies of the pieces I think you asked for last Saturday. Tom Campbell's Notice
was enshrined in a fine glazed notice-board, the wording being expertly painted (he had been a sign writer once).
I have a photo as is appeared on the wall, from which its message can be easily read. The board has disappeared.
			
In my "address" to the Members on Saturday, I had intended to pay a tribute to your work
on the "Arms Chronicle" newsletter, which I find to be absorbing interest each month and an excellent medium for
keeping the Society alive and enthusing the members. However, the informality of our meeting that day caused
me to forget my original intention! Needless to say, I enjoyed the day, the lunch, the company (not Forgetting Mrs
Cammack), and the warmth of your overcoat!
			
Kind regards,
			
A.I. Keenan
						N O T I C E.		

(WINBOURNE).

GUESTS ARE RESPECTFULLY INVITED TO CO-OPERATE IN MAINTAINING SELECTNESS
				
A Standard of attire being the only known of
				
maintaining Selectness in Holiday-Resort Guest
				
Houses, Guests at Winbourne are respectfully
				
notified that, Gentlemen are requested to wear
				
a Coat in the Dining Room and Ballroom. Persons
				
wearing shorts are not admitted to Dining Room
				and Ballroom.
				

Sun Bathing on lawns is not permitted.

				
				
				

At tennis, and elsewhere than at River, Gents
are requested to wear a Torso covering.
Footwear is required to be worn.

				
				
				
				

Noise Abatement. Lights-out is the signal for
Silence, and for 7 hours thereafter silence is
observed to permit of sleeping. At other hours
undue noise is not permitted.

				
Radios, Gramophones, and other Musical Instruments,
				
within the House or it's precincts, are banned.
				(Ballroom excepted).
									T. CAMPBELL.
									Proprietor.
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Dates for your Diary
Monday 7th January 2019
Arms of Australia Reopens.
Saturday 19th January
NDHS Meeting.
Saturday 26th January 2019
Australia Day. Volunteers are needed for the
Penrith City Council's Australia Day Festivities at
Jamison Park 3pm - 8pm.
Monday 28th January
Public Holiday, Inn Closed.
Saturday 16 February
Seniors Festival Thornton Park Oval 5pm - 8pm
Saturday 23 February
NDHS AGM

Riddle
What do the following words have in common:
Racecar, Civic, Eye, Level?
Answer to last months riddle - You use the knife to cut the
orange in half. Half plus half equals a hole and you escape
through the hole.

Quote
Put your heart, mind, and soul into even your smallest
acts. This is the secret of success. - Swami Sivananda

Volunteers
Do you know someone who likes history and
working with children?
We are looking for people who have a
few hours free to assist us with these school
groups.
The only requirement is that you do a
'Working with Children Check' which is
required by law.
For further information please contact
Carmel on 0407 247 806.
or email info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au or
Phone 02 4735 4394 (during opening hours).

Sunday Roster
20 January Harry and Craig
If you could please consider Inn Duty for the
NDHS for 2019 and if you are available please
contact Harry May on 02 4732 1520. It would be
most appreciated.

Contacts
Email 				
President 				
Vice President 			
Secretary 				
Treasurer/Public Officer 		
Museum Manager 		
Business Manager 		
					
Site Manager 			
Ordinary Committee Member
Editor Chronicle/ Publicity
				
Lantern Tours 			
					
Heritage Advisory Rep
Speakers 				
Books, Trips, Photography
Catering 				

info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
Ken Wright 		
0407 473 530
Trish Montgomery
0402 086 088
Harry May 		
02 4732 1520
Ted Nowak 		
0451 035 185
Carmel Heywood
0407 247 806
or email: carmelhey@live.com.au
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Richard Nutt 		
0407 014 157
Lisa Finn Powell
0424 466 823
or email: info@lisafinnpowell.com
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
or email:
craigj10@bigpond.com
Beth Moore
02 4735 1734
0407 014 157
Richard Nutt
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Elsa Speechley
02 4721 4993

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day,
please change with somebody
who can.
Please remember to sign in the
diary in the meeting room, and
write any information in the diary.
pertinent to your time on duty.
Birthday Wishes to the following
members
Rosemary and Marilyn Dimmock.
Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs
raffle prizes, so if you can help in
providing some, please take them
to the inn.

Museum Opening Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 4pm.

Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com

