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Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you 
posted on what’s happening during the month.  

The NDHS March Meeting will be 
an AWAY MEETING on the 23rd March at the 
home of Kath and Adam Vella who own and 
run a private museum on their property.  

Adam is a member of the Vauxhall Car Club 
and has a big collection of cars and trucks.  
Between the two of them, they have other 
collections of smaller items of memorabilia 
so there will be plenty of items of interest for 
everyone. 

Kath and Adam have both spent the best 
part of a lifetime putting it all together. 

 Their property is situated at 976 Londonderry 
Rd Londonderry, on the corner of Senta St and 
just down the road from the X roads Service 
Station going to Richmond (on the same side)   
   Our meeting will start at 1pm in their meeting 
room followed by a guided tour plus coffee/
tea scones etc at $12 per head (similar to what 
we do) so no need to bring any food.

MARCH MEETING

News Spot
•	 Ramps have been provided by Penrith City  
 Council to enable easier access to the inn

•	 A	new	database	called	Memento	and		
 Acquisition Form is being implemented

•	 A	Conservation	Management	Plan	has		
 been foreshadowed by Penrith City Council

•	 Luddenham	Show	2-3	March	2019

•	 1st	March	-	World	Compliment	Day	-	Give		
 someone a genuine compliment today!

•	 3	March	-	Clean	Up	Australia	Day

•	 8	March	-	International	Women's	Day

•	 20	March	-	International	Day	of	Happiness		
 - Do something, big or small, to take part  
 and bring happiness to others.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday February 23 - NDHS Meeting & AGM.

Saturday 16th March - Penrith CBD Festival.

Saturday 23rd March - NDHS AWAY Meeting at 976 

Londonderry Rd, Londonderry.

Sunday 24th March - Austin Motor Vehicle Car Club 

NSW.

Saturday 13th April - Airing of the Quilts.

Friday 19th April - Monday 22nd April Easter weekend - 

(Arms of Australia Inn Closed)

Thursday 25th April - ANZAC Day. (Arms of Australia Inn 

Closed)



This Month in...

1606 - March - The Dutch East India Company (VOC) ship Duyfken, under Captain Willem Janszoon, explored     
	 the	western	coast	of	Cape	York	Peninsula.	This	was	the	first	recorded	landfall	by	a	European	on		 	
 Australian soil.
1788	-		2	March	-	Governor	Phillip	set	out	to	explore	Broken	Bay.	On	this	trip	he	discovered	and	named		 		
             Pittwater.  
 6 March - Lt. King took possession of Norfolk Island. British settlement founded.  
 10 March - The two French ships left Botany Bay, and were later wrecked near Santa Cruz (Solomon  
 Islands).  
	 March	-	Governor	Phillip	issued	the	first	government	conservation	order:	that	no	trees	should	be	cut		
 down within 50 feet (15 metres) of the stream that ran into Sydney  Cove.  
1804	-	4–5	March	-	Castle	Hill	convict	rebellion,	also	known	as	the	second	Battle	of	Vinegar	Hill,	occurred	in		
 New South Wales.
1831	-	7	March	-	Administration	of	King	George	Sound	in	Western	Australia	passes	to	Swan	River	Colony,					
             convicts returned to New South Wales.
1848	-	1	March	-	first	Post	Office	opened	at	Penrith	Court	House,	with	Post	Master	Alexander	Fraser.
1860	-	28	March	-	Telegraph	Office	opened.
1878	-	15	March	-	St	Marys	Public	School	building	opened.		Classes	commenced	on	18	March.
1882	-	3	March	-	First	issue	of	Nepean	Times	newspaper.
1887	-	15–19	March	-	The	first	Test	match	is	played	between	Australia	and	England	at	the		Melbourne	Cricket								
            Ground.  
1893	-	2	March	-	First	Agricultural	and	Horticultural	Show.
1901 - 1 March - The Commonwealth Naval Forces were established when the naval forces of the separate     
            Australian colonies were amalgamated.
1911 - 16 March - Nepean Picture Theatre opened in High Street.
1913	-	20	March	-	Canberra	is	officially	named	as	the	Capital	of	Australia.		
1918	-	27	March	-	Trooper	Kenrick	Riley	killed	in	action	in	Palestine	(Jordan).
											28	March	-	Soldiers	George	Rooke,	Athol	Garner	killed	in	action,	France.
1919 - 15 March - Welcome Home event at Mulgoa Hall for returned soldiers.
            22 March - Welcome Home event for returned soldiers at Castlereagh.
            29 March - unveiling of Orchard Hills Public School Honour Roll and welcome home of local soldiers
            31 March - Procession from Penrith railway station to welcome returned soldiers.
1921	-	12	March	-	Edith	Cowan	becomes	the	first	woman	elected	to	an	Australian		parliament.
1932 - 19 March - The Sydney Harbour Bridge opens.
1943	-	4	March	-	Australia	wins	its	first	Oscar,	with	cinematographer	Damien	Parer	honoured	for	Kokoda	Front		
            Line! documentary.
1954	-	7	March	-	Cardinal	Gilroy	officially	opens	St	Nicholas	of	Myra	Catholic	School.
1959 - 1 March - Construction begins on the Sydney Opera House. It will eventually cost $102 Million.  
1964	-	6	March	-	New	Penrith	Library	building	opened	in	Henry	Street.
1971 - 30 March - Penrith Plaza opened.
1983	-	5	March	-	Australian	Federal	election,	1983:	Bob	Hawke	defeats	Fraser	and	leads	Labor	back	to		 		
            government.  
1986	-	27	March	-	Russell	Street	Bombing	in	Melbourne.		
1993	-	13	March	-	Australian	Federal	election,	1993:	Keating	defeats	John	Hewson;	the	Australian	Greens	stand		
													candidates	for	the	first	time.
1996	-	2	March	-	Australian	Federal	election,	1996:	Liberal	John	Howard	becomes	Prime	Minister,	defeating				
            Paul Keating after a record 13 years of Labor government.  
2006	-		5	–	26	March	-	The	Commonwealth	Games	are	held	in	Melbourne.		
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2009	-	7	February	–	14	March	-	Black	Saturday	bushfires:	Massive	bushfires	swept	across	Victoria,	resulting	in		
            173 fatalities
2013 - 21 March - Julia Gillard apologises to victims of forced adoption practices for removal of babies from  
             predominantly young single mothers.
2015 - 20 March - Death of Malcolm Fraser, 22nd Prime Minister of Australia.  
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The History Of The Australian Postal Services - this subject was throughly covered at the 
Society's meeting on 28.10.87 by Mr. Vann Cremer, Australia Post Historian.  His address was 
taped on the Society's new tape recorder; however the following are some of the points made 
by the speaker.  Penrith Post Office was one of the first seven set up (actually in 1828).  N.S.W., in 
1838 instituted the first prepaid postage stamp anywhere in the world.  The first Australian stamp 
was printed in 1850.  The first Sydney G.P.O Postmaster was an ex-convict, Nicholls, who receives 

mention in H.V. Evatt's "Rum Rebellion".  A history of this G.P.O. is 
expected to be published shortly.

The first mail contracts were dated 1828, and this was also the year the first 
postman made his appearance - known as a "letter carrier" up to 1926.  Cobb & 
Co. took over mail routes in 1862.

James Raymond was the first Post Master General of New South Wales - he 
was not a politician - the parliamentarians took over in 1865.  Registered mail 
commenced in 1835, now known as "security post' or "registered mail" for overseas.  
In the early days cross-hatched letters were written for the sake of economy.  Cast-
iron pillar boxes appeared in the 1850's, known as bell-type letter-receivers.  There 
are now only 80 to 100 of these left in this State.  The first telegraph system was to 
Bombala and was completed in 1862 - ex-British Army Officers from India were 
used in the training of staff in the practice of Morse code.  The architect of Sydney's 
G.P.O was James Barnett.  When this was built in 1874, it was only half its present 
length.  The second half was completed in 1887, and the tower and clock installed 

in 1891.
The first postmen (or 'letter carriers') were dressed like soldiers, in a uniform.  "Minor Town Buildings" like 

cottages, built for use as post offices, cost £400-£500.  The Cooma to Bombala Mail Coach (a private 
company, not Cobb & Co.) started in 1907.  An Albion motor vehicle was 
introduced in 1911, and had to have horses trailing, in case it broke down !  
A Bleriot monoplane carried the airmail in 1914.  the last horseback mail was 
carried at Gundagai in 1984.  The first postmistress served at Cassilis in 1838, and 
in 1946 the first lady motor bike rider started delivering telegrams.

Mr. Cremer presented the Society with copies of the Postal Histories of Emu 
Plains and Penrith, and the Society presented Mr. Cremer with a copy of 
"History of Emu Plains" through Arthur Downes, who at the same time moved a 
vote of thanks to the speaker.

Reproduced from The Arms Chronicle December 1987

THE HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN POSTAL SERVICES

In the past...



Museum Opening Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st	&	3rd	Sunday	1pm	to	4pm.

Meetings
The	NDHS	meets	on	the	4th	Saturday	of	each	month	
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of 
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

  Email     info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
		President			 	 	 Craig	Werner		 	 0417	271	328
		Vice	President		 	 	 Ken	Wright		 	 0407	473	530
		Secretary			 	 	 Trish	Montgomery	 0402	086	088
		Treasurer/Public	Officer		 	 Harry	May		 	 02	4732	1520
		Museum	Manager		 	 Ted	Nowak		 	 0451	035	185
		Business	Manager		 	 Carmel	Heywood		 0407	247	806
	 	 	 	 	 or	email:				carmelhey@live.com.au
		Site	Manager		 	 	 Anthony	Grainge		 02	4731	2303
		Ordinary	Committee	Member		 Richard	Nutt		 	 0407	014	157
		Editor	Chronicle/	Publicity	 Lisa	Finn	Powell		 0424	466	823
	 		 	 	 	 or	email:					info@lisafinnpowell.com
		Lantern	Tours		 	 	 Craig	Werner		 	 0417	271	328
	 	 	 	 	 or	email:						craigj10@bigpond.com
		Heritage	Advisory	Rep																		Beth	Moore	 													02	4735	1734
		Speakers			 	 	 Richard	Nutt																		0407	014	157
		Books,	Trips,	Photography	 Anthony	Grainge		 02	4731	2303
		Catering		 	 	 	 Elsa	Speechley								 02	4721	4993

Please note that the inn alarm is 
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day, 
please change with somebody 
who can.
Please remember to sign in the 
diary in the meeting room, and 
write any information in the diary. 
pertinent to your time on duty.

Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs 
raffle	prizes,	so	if	you	can	help	in	
providing some, please take them 
to the inn.

Birthday Wishes to the following 
members
Steve Lofts, Harry, Paul Wheeldon, 
Connie and Allison.

Quote
It is during our darkest moments that we must focus 
to see the light. - Aristotle

Riddle
Two people both eat exactly half of a chocolate bar 
and nothing else, but one person eats more than the 
other. How is that possible?

Answer to Last Month’s Riddle  
He	waits	for	night	and	goes	through	the	first	door

Contacts

Would you please consider Inn Duty for the NDHS 
for 2019 and if you are available, please contact 
Harry	May	on	02	4732	1520.		It	would	be	most	
appreciated.

Sunday Roster
 3rd March  - Harry
17th Maarch - Ken
7th April - Ted and Craig

The January Meeting
At our January Meeting our Guest Speaker was Beth Moore.  Many of the members, including myself, were 

not aware of how well connected Beth was to the First Fleeters, in particular the Small Family, which from 
further	research	has	been	described	as	the	world's	largest	family	tree!

Beth fortunately gave us a quick catch up on how her ancestors came to be in Australia.  John Small and 
Mary Parker convicts on the First Fleet.  John was a soldier to start with but turned to highway robbery for which 
he was sentenced to hang but the sentence was commuted to transportation beyond the seas for seven 
years.  Arriving on the ship "Charlotte" at Sydney Cove, he married a convict woman by the name of Mary 
Parker who arrived on the "Lady Penryn" also on a seven year sentence, for stealing from her employer.  They 
had seven children, of whom Beth gave a detailed and informative and individual account of each of their 
lives, marriages and numbers of their offspring.

John Small and Mary Parker offspring were indeed Australian Royalty!
Trish Montgomery


