Nepean District Historical Society
December 2020 - Bulletin No 28
Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you
posted on what’s happening during the month.

Flagstones
Part of the verandah refurbishment around the
outside of the inn building was the replacement and
repair of some of the flagstones.
Whilst looking at them at first, they look like blocks
of concrete bought from Bunnings - but I have been
assured by the Heritage Stonemasons that they are
indeed not.
The original flagstones around the verandah would
have been cut from local sandstone.
What has replaced them is Piles Creek sandstone
from Gosford Quarries which apparently would have

been from the same band of sandstone going north
from Emu Plains to Gosford.
Piles Creek sandstone is of the highest quality with
no banding or flaws and is the sandstone of choice
for Heritage stonemasonry.

Repairs under way

Archaeology dig at Regatta Park
On Wednesday 4th November 2020 the group,
Eco Logical visited the Museum.
Eco Logical is conducting the archaeology dig at
Regatta Park for the park’s upgrade.
It was most interesting talking to them about what
they have been doing and the results of their work.
The group toured the museum and were most

impressed with our collection.
They also advised us that as a stakeholder in the
local history, the Society would also be a recipient
of the Final Report by Eco Logical.
It was nice to hear this as enquiries to Penrith
City Council and Nepean Archaeology had not
resulted in any response regarding the dig.

Old Tom - The Killer of Eden
by
Alexander and John Staats
This is the extraordinary tale of Old Tom, a
remarkable orca or killer whale. It is a story of
exceptional ‘mutualism’ (cooperation between
animal and human), betrayal and tragedy, set within
the reach of living memory, in Eden on the far south
coast of NSW.

more equal contest between an enraged 20 metre
long, 48 tonne baleen whale and equally desperate
men armed with hand-thrown harpoons in flimsy oarpowered open whaling boats. The history of whaling
is littered with tales of doomed whalers, tossed from
their capsized boats, dragged to a watery grave
by harpoon or tow rope or reduced to pulp by the
‘hand of God’ (a term for when a whaling boat was
smashed by a whale’s flailing tale).
At Eden, the killer whales swung the odds
considerably in favour of the whalers. Eyewitness
accounts document
the extraordinary
role played by the
killers. It began when
a killer whale, usually
Old Tom himself,
swam ahead of his
pod to alert Fearless
George that they
had ambushed a whale and were driving the beast
into Two Fold Bay. Old Tom would swim in sight of
George’s house which overlooked the bay and
smack his tail on the water to give off a noise like a
‘rifle shot’ as a signal for George to rouse his crews,
man the boats and follow. If the whalers were too
slow, Old Tom would grab the boat’s tow rope and
propel them headlong into the hunt. Unusually, the
whalers would even launch their boats at night or in
the fog knowing that, if they got lost, all they need
do was to slap the water with their oars and Old Tom
would circle round and guide them on their way.
Once the whales had been driven into the bay,
the killers would cut off their escape to the safer
(and deeper) waters of the open sea. The killers then
commenced harrying their prey so as to bring the
whale to the point of exhaustion. This achieved, the
killers handed their prize to the whalers who enacted
the end-game of harpoon, chase and the final
dispatch of their quarry.
All this was a spectacular show. When the hunt
was on, hundreds of Edensiders would line the cliffs
overlooking the bay to watch the drama - killers
hurling themselves into the baleen whales, the spray
of whales breaching, the blood in the water and the

Whaling, Two Fold Bay & Eden
One of the earliest, and most lucrative, industries
in the colony of NSW was whaling. It exploited the
rich numbers of baleen whales that, between April
and November,
migrate up the east
coast of Australia
from Antarctic to
sub-tropical climes
to mate and give
birth. Soon after
the establishment
of Sydney Town,
visiting whalers arrived from Britain and America to
exploit this rich natural resource. It wasn’t long before
local, shore-based, whaling operations began to
crop up all along the south-eastern coast of the
mainland and down to Tasmania. One of the earliest,
established in the 1820s by Captain Thomas Raine,
was at Two Fold Bay; the site of the modern town of
Eden.
By the 1860s the Eden-based Davidson family had
established a whaling station that proved to be the
longest operating station in Australia, and the last
of its type to close. Its success and longevity was in
large part due to ‘Fearless’ George Davidson and his
special relationship with an orca named ‘Old Tom’,
the leader of a pod of killer whales. At Eden, it would
seem, a mutual interest in baleen whales brought
together the apex predators of land (humans) and
sea (orca) for a common, bloody purpose - whale
hunting.

A Fearsome Business
There is nothing attractive about the bloody,
fearsome business of whaling. The best that can be
said is that it represents an epic struggle of life and
death and, in the era before modern whaling, a
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moans of wounded beasts and the cries of men. And
then there was the closing chase, where a harpooned
whale would drag the whaling boat after it in its
desperate final escape dash before being dealt
death blows at close quarters.

departed Eden altogether, and with them went
many of the best whaling crews in the industry. The
killers also took note; within the year most had left the
waters of Eden and only Old Tom and those with the
longest relationship with the Davidsons stayed on to
hunt with the whalers. It would appear that Old Tom
could distinguish between Fearless George and the
likes of Harry Silks.

The Law of the Tongue
After the kill, the whalers would anchor the whale
and leave it for the night. This was when the killer
whales got their reward. Unlike the whalers, they
were not interested in the oil rich blubber of whale
flesh, but rather the tenderest meat - whale tongue
and lips. The next morning the whalers would row out
and retrieve the whale carcass, now denuded of
lips and tongue, and set to the backbreaking work
of towing the dead creature back to the station for
dismemberment and processing. This arrangement
between whaler and the orcas came to be known
as the ‘Law of the Tongue’ and it underpinned the
relationship of trust and respect between the men
and the killers of Eden. However, the relationship
between Fearless George and Old Tom grew to
be more than a mere contractual one. Over the
years the killers of Eden were named, known for
their personalities and idiosyncrasies and became
very much part of the family of the whalers and
townsfolk of Eden. The bond
grew deeper. In Eden there are
many stories of how the killers
saved whalers from drowning
or being devoured by sharks.
There appears to be a genuine
empathy and understanding
between the orcas and their
brother whalers.

A Final Betrayal
In the next 20 years whaling continued. However
overharvesting had diminished the annual take from
around twenty whales a year down to but a handful.
To add to this stress, in 1927 there was one final
betrayal of Old Tom’s trust.
A new player had entered the whaling scene - an
arrogant and overbearing grazier by the name of
John Logan. It had been a bad year for whaling.
Logan, with fearless George as a crew member, on
board the former’s motorised yacht, had taken a
whale with Old Tom’s help. A storm was approaching
and Logan, fearing the catch might be lost if it were
anchored overnight in the inclement weather, broke
‘The Law of the Tongue’. Contrary to George’s
counsel, Logan tried to tow the whale carcass to
shore before Old Tom had taken his share. Old Tom
grabbed the tow rope in
his teeth to protest. Logan
gunned the engine, but
Tom held on. When the orca
refused to let go, Logan
marched to the rear of the
yacht and bludgeoned Tom.
Old Tom held firm. Logan
laid a further blow to the
orca’s face, dislodging Old
Tom’s tooth and driving him
off. At that point the gravity
of his act dawned on him. Logan cried to a horror
stricken George, ‘Oh God, what have I done.’
In 1930 Old Tom died. He washed up on the shores
of Two Fold Bay. He had perished of starvation. The
abscesses from where his teeth had been knocked
out by Logan may have contributed to his slow
demise. Fearless George was heartbroken and
Logan, filled with remorse for what he had done, tried
to make recompense by building a museum and
arranging for the bones of Old Tom to be displayed
there as a lasting memorial to a remarkable creature
and the trust and friendship that had lasted 40 years
between the men and orcas of Eden.

Betrayal
In 1900 the relationship
between the killers and the whalers began to unravel
when a non-local, who knew nothing of the bond
between the orca and men of Eden, encountered a
member of Old Tom’s pod that had beached in the
bay whilst chasing a minke whale. Before Fearless
George could come to the orca’s rescue the stranger,
Harry Silks, shot the poor beast in view of both George
and the pod of killers that were circling offshore.
The town of Eden went berserk. The Aboriginal
Yuin people, for whom the killers were a totem of
their nation and a kindred spirit, along with half the
townsfolk of Eden went on the warpath wanting to
kill Silks for the outrage he had committed. Luckily the
police got to Silks first and ran him out of town. But
the damage was done. The Yuin people, in distress,

Photo credits: Eden Killer Whale Museum.
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In the past...
1764 – 19 December – William Cox born in Winbourne, England.
William Cox, who is remembered for building the first road over the Blue Mountains, did, with his sons,
much to pioneer the Mulgoa area.
1791 – 7 December – John Single was born. John was a pioneer farmer and outstanding citizen of the 		
Castlereagh district.
His home “Nepean Park” and his son’s home “Craithes” still stand.
1824 – December - Alexander Kinghorne appointed Superintendent of the Convict Farm at Emu Plains 		
following the resignation of Murdoch.
1831 – 15 December – A land Grant at Emu Plains of 130 acres, to Francis Forbes, who was the Chief Justice of
the Colony.
His home “Edinglassie”, was the first private home at Emu Plains.
1839 – 13 December - Archbishop Dr Bede Polding lays the foundation stone for St Nicholas of Myra Catholic
Church in High Street, the first Catholic Church in Penrith.
1878 –11 December - Christ Church, the Church of England Church at Castlereagh was consecrated.
This Church replaced Rev Fulton’s Church and School in Church Street Castlereagh that had been
destroyed by fire.
1892 – 8 December – First Glenbrook Tunnel was opened.
It was hoped this would overcome the time consuming journey up the Lapstone Zig-Zag.
1894 – 19 December – Mrs James Ewan of “Glenleigh” unveiled the Memorial Stone at Nepean Cottage
Hospital.
1908 – 13 December – Holy Trinity Church, Jamistown, opened.
1910 –10 December - The School of Arts building in Castlereagh St was opened.
1911 – 2 December – The telephone service connected to Kingswood.
1919 – 6 December - Welcome home for Castlereagh soldiers.
20 December - Welcome home for soldiers at Kingswood Park.
1930 – 20 December – St Thomas’ Church, Cranebrook, opened.
This building served as a Community Hall as well as a Church for many years.
1934 – 21 December – Melrose Hall, Emu Plains, opened.
It was named after C.J. Melrose a famous aviator of the time.
1935 –17 December – Castlereagh School was closed. This building is now private property.
1947 – 17 December - The Penrith Press commenced.
1948 – December - Elections were held for the new amalgamated Penrith Council.
1949 - 10 December - Eric & Marie Cuckson and family arrive in Sydney. Eric would later open a zipper factory
at St Marys.
1963 – December – The Prospect County Council building, Station Street, Penrith opened.
1969 – 11 December – District Star newspaper commenced publication.
1974 - 1 December - Last church service held in the Methodist Church, Henry Street.
The Church was sold and John Lees Centre opened for the Uniting Church.
1982 – 14 December – Lennox Bridge was re-opened for traffic after major restoration work had been 		
completed.
1993 - 7 December - Penrith City Council's New Civic Centre opened for business.
2001 - 25 December - Horrendous bushfires swept through Wallacia, Mulgoa, Glenmore Park, Emu Heights the
Blue Mountains and Castlereagh.

On a lighter note ...

Quote

Do not be worried about your Smartphone
or your Television spying on you.
Your Vacuum Cleaner has been gathering
dirt on you for years.

Riddle
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May you get all your wishes but one, so that you
will always have something to strive for.
Anon
What is the difference between
a Tick and the Eiffel Tower ?
Answer to last month’s riddle
Are you sleeping?

Reminder
SATURDAY 28th NOVEMBER
2020 AT 1PM
GENERAL MONTHLY MEETING
Register your contact details.
It will be held outside, so please dress
for the weather on the day.
Everyone will be seated.
Masks are discretionary but
advisable to be worn.
There is to be NO food brought to the
museum.
You will be served Refreshments.
Be cautious
Social distance
Stay safe
Please let Trish know if you are coming.
trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com
0402 086 088

Christmas Party 2020
for members and volunteers

Saturday 19th December at 5pm
at the

Arms of Australia Inn Museum
Cnr Great Western Hwy & Gardenia Ave,
Emu Plains

Cost: $5.00 Per person
RSVP: 11th December 2020
Please remember:
No food is to be brought onto the site
BYO drinks are permissible but no sharing between family groups
Payment must be made prior to the 11th December 2020 or
you will not be catered for
No refunds will be made
The function will be held outside so please dress accordingly
Wearing of masks is discretionary
Everyone will be seated
Registration of contact details is mandatory
Please let Trish know that you attending by the 11th December 2020
trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com or phone 0402 086 088
Payment can be made by way of Direct Deposit, cheque or cash
The Bank details for a Direct Deposit are:
Account Name: NDHS
BSB: 032 271
Account Number 683 727
Please reference your payment with your surname
By cheque: NDHS PO BOX 441 PENRITH NSW 2751
By cash on any Wednesday between 10 am to 12 pm at the Museum

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
The society, more than ever, needs
your support as 2020 has been very difficult, so
membership renewals
are being accepted from the 1st October.
Your present membership ends
on the 31st December 2020.
Payment can be made by direct deposit,
cheque or cash.
Bank details for a direct deposit are:
Account Name - NDHS
BSB - 032 271
Account Number - 683 727
By cheque:
NDHS
PO BOX 441
PENRITH NSW 2751
Cash
On any Wednesday between 10am to 12pm
at the Museum

CHRISTMAS STALL

At the Gallery
86 River Rd, Emu Plains
Sunday 6th December
9am until 1pm
Homemade baked goods, handmade craft
items, plants, cards, preserves and much more.
Come along and shop for a unique gift for that
difficult to buy for person, your child’s teacher,
your “ Secret Santa” person or take home a
tasty treat for yourself or your family.
Proceeds are used to support ongoing
conservation work and equipment purchases.

CASH ONLY

Fascinating
The celebration of Christmas started in Rome about
336 (but it did not become a major Christian festival
until the 9th century).

England, for the servants to the rich people.
After Christmas, the servants “boxed up” all the
leftovers from the rich people and took them home.

Many Christmas traditions, such as decorating trees,
started in Germany and later spread to other parts of
the world, notably England and the United States.

People in Japan eat Kentucky Fried Chicken for
Christmas dinner - even though number of Christians in
Japan is close to zero.

A very early Christian tradition said that the day
when Mary was told that she would have a very
special baby, Jesus on March 25th, is called the Feast
of the Annunciation - and it's still celebrated today on
the 25th March.
Nine months after the 25th March is the 25th
December!

Wishing you all
a Happy and Safe Christmas

The poinsettia, a traditional Christmas flower,
originally grew in Mexico, where it is also known as
the ‘Flower of the Holy Night’
There is a town in the United States of America
called Santa Claus. Christmas Crackers were
invented around 1846 by Tom Smith who developed
them for Christmas from the French habit of wrapping
sugared almonds in twists of paper as gifts.
The holiday Boxing Day was originally celebrated in

Contacts
Email 				
Phone				
President 				
Vice President 			
Secretary/Editor
Treasurer/Public Officer 		
Museum Manager 		
Business Manager 		
Site Manager 			
Ordinary Committee Member
Lantern Tours 			
					
Heritage Advisory Rep.
Speakers 				
Books, Photography		
Catering 				

info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
During opening hours 02 4735 4394
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
Ken Wright 		
0407 473 530
Trish Montgomery
0402 086 088
Harry May 		
02 4732 1520
Ted Nowak 		
0451 035 185
Jenny Hotop		
02 4735 1654
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Richard Nutt 		
0407 014 157
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
or email:
craigj10@bigpond.com
Beth Moore
02 4735 1734
Richard Nutt
0407 014 157
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Elsa Speechley
02 4721 4993

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day,
please change with somebody
who can.
Please remember to sign in the
diary in the meeting room, and
write any information in the diary.
pertinent to your time on duty.
Birthday Wishes to the following
members
Ken, Lynne, Joan H, Ray, Craig,
Sue K, Greg, Jean.
Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs
raffle prizes, so if you can help in
providing some, please take them
to the inn.

Museum Opening Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 4pm.

Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com
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