
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

The society, more than ever, needs
 your support as 2020 has been very difficult, so 

membership renewals 
are being accepted from the 1st October.  

Your present membership ends 
on the 31st December 2020.

Payment can be made by direct deposit, 
cheque or cash.

   Bank details for a direct deposit are:
Account Name - NDHS

BSB - 032 271
Account Number - 683 727

  By cheque:
NDHS

PO BOX 441
PENRITH  NSW  2751

  Cash
On any Wednesday between 10am to 12pm 

at the Museum

Nepean District Historical Society

October 2020 - Bulletin No 26

Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you 
posted on what’s happening during the month.  

Due to the times we are living in at the present, we 
are unable to listen to NDHS member, Prof. Grace 
Karskens, tell us about her book, People of the River in 
person at a general meeting.

 But not all is lost, thanks to Ellaine Thomson who has 
given us a link to a ABC radio interview with Richard 
Fidler regarding the release of her new book. 

It is titled How Dyarubbin became the crucible of a 
colony.

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/
conversations/

ABC RADIO INTERVIEWS 
GRACE KARSKENS

General Monthly Meeting, Training 
Session and Covid 19 

Reminder
Saturday 26th September 2020 at 1pm

If you are attending please contact Trish
trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com or 0402 086 088

• Register your contact details • It will be held 
outside • Everyone will be seated at all times 
and there is to be NO mingling  • Masks are 
discretionary but advisable to be worn • There 
is to be NO Food brought to the Museum • You 
will be served refreshments while seated • Be 
Cautious • Social Distance •Stay Safe



2

I heard about Betsy Broughton in a discussion with 
Emu Plains local, Bob Walker. He in turn had learned 
of it from research compiled by family members 
over the generations, and he sent me a copy of 
that research. There was enough material for several 
stories, but here I will relate just one.

In the 1950s, a New Zealand collector named Nan 
Kivell purchased an intriguing portrait of a young 
girl in an antique shop in Salisbury, England. A letter 
attached to the back of the 
painting identified the subject 
as seven-year-old Elizabeth 
Isabella Broughton, and 
revealed how the portrait came 
about...

 When the First Fleet arrived 
in 1788, on board the ship 
Charlotte was 19-year-old 
William Broughton, servant to 
Surgeon John White. William was 
born in Chatham, Kent in 1768 
to Sarah and Henry Broughton.

William became a 
storekeeper in 1789 at Rose Hill  
(Parramatta). This was a stressful 
job as there was food rationing 
in the early years of the Colony 
and his job could be open to 
abuse. However, he worked 
diligently and was rewarded 
with land grants.

 In 1792 he began a de facto 
relationship with Elizabeth 
Heathorn (alias Ann Glossop) 
who had arrived on the ship Pitt 
after being sentenced to seven years for theft by 
a court at Welshpool, Wales. In 1793 William and 
Elizabeth formed a union and went on to have five 
children. They were Mary Ann (1793), Sarah (1799), 
William Henry (1802), Rebecca (1804) and finally, 
Elizabeth Isabella (February 4 1807). By then, the 
family was stationed on Norfolk Island after William 
had been made Deputy Commissary for the territory 
of New South Wales on the 1st of November 1805.

 In October 1809, Elizabeth and baby Betsy, then 
aged two, set sail for England on the vessel Boyd 
from Port Jackson. Aboard were 70 people, some of 

them ex-convicts returning home at the end of their 
sentences.

 The first port of call was Whangaroa in the Bay of 
Islands of northern New Zealand, where Kauri trees 
grew in abundance. It was hoped to take a good 
number on board as the timber was used for ships’ 
spars.

 The Captain of the ship was John Thompson and 
among those on board was Te Ara, known to the 

crew as George. He was the son of 
a Maori chief and was working his 
passage home after being a crew 
member on a year-long sealing 
voyage. On the journey aboard 
the ‘Boyd’, it is said that the cook 
lost a number of spoons overboard, 
and not wanting to be punished, 
blamed it on George. Captain 
Thompson had George flogged, tied 
up and deprived of food. This sort 
of punishment was commonplace 
for British sailors, but for the son of a 
Maori chief it was a great insult and 
called for  revenge.

 The ship stayed at anchor three 
days and in that time Te Ara (or 
George) told his people what had 
happened and a plan was hatched 
along with his brother Te Puhi and 
others to attack the ship in order to 
restore honour.

Te Ara (George) pretended to 
make up with Captain Thompson 
and offered to take him and four 
other men to where the best timber 

could be found. Once out of sight, the five men were 
killed. The Maoris put on the dead men’s clothing as 
disguise and returned to the ‘Boyd’ at night in the 
ship’s long boat. On a pre-arranged signal, they and 
other Whangaroa Maoris killed most of the people on 
board. Some passengers and crew  managed to hide 
in the rigging and witness what happened to their 
comrades below.

In the end, only five of those who had been aboard 
the ‘Boyd’ survived that night—a woman named 
Ann Morley and her baby Ann, the Second Mate, 
Thomas Davis, the club footed cabin boy (said to 

The amazing life of Betsy Broughton (1807-1891) 
by

Richard Nutt

Betsy Broughton, Image courtesy of the 
National Library of Australia
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have befriended Te Ara on board ship) and Betsy 
Broughton. The first mate was later slaughtered.

Betsy was claimed by a chief,  tattooed and had a 
feather put in her hair.

 The ‘Boyd’ 
was run aground 
on mudflats 
near a village 
and ransacked. 
A cache of 
muskets and 
gunpowder 
was found, but 
in the process 
of getting the 
muskets to work, 
a spark from a 
flint ignited the 
gunpowder, 
killing a number 
of Maoris. Barrels 
of whale oil 
helped burn the 
ship to the waterline.

 When news of the massacre 
reached the authorities, Captain Alexander Berry of 
the ship City of Edinburgh came to the rescue, saving 
the lives of the remaining four people. Captain Berry 
took two chiefs hostage against the return of the 
four survivors and the ship’s papers. He demanded 
that the two chiefs be demoted in status. The Maoris 
agreed to avoid further bloodshed.
 With the survivors on board, he sailed for Cape Town, 
but encountered storms so headed for Cape Horn 
instead.The City of Edinburgh was damaged trying to 
negotiate Cape Horn and forced into Valparaiso for 
repairs, then onto Lima in Peru, where Captain Berry 
managed to sell his cargo.

 In Lima, Ann Morley died and Thomas Davis went on 
another ship, the Archduke Charles, back to England. 
Betsy and Ann were looked after by the Spanish family 
of Don Gaspar de Rico.

 In Guayaquil the City of Edinburgh took on a cargo 
for Cadiz in Spain. It sailed in 1811 with the two infants 
on board, but was wrecked and abandoned in the 
Azores.

Captain Berry reached Cadiz via Lisbon then went 
onto England, returning to NSW with little Betsy in 
1812. Betsy’s father William was overjoyed at her 
return. In appreciation, he had her portrait painted by 
colonial artist Richard Read (ca. 1765-1829) and given 
to Captain Berry. It was accompanied by a letter 
thanking him and his family for looking after her.

 As a diligent worker, William had received land 
grants—the latest being 1000 acres at Appin, the first 
of its kind in the newly opened up area by Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie. He called his property Lachlan 

Vale in honour of 
the Governor.

He took a 
second wiffe, 
Elizabeth 
Charlotte 
Kennedy, on the 
4th of December 
1810. Five children 
were born to 
this marriage. 
Elizabeth was 
the widow of a 
Captain Roger 
Simpson who died 
in 1804.

 The relationship 
with Aborigines 
around Sydney 

had become strained, leading to 
open hostilities with loss of life of both 

Indigenous people and Europeans. 
 There was trouble on Lachlan Vale in 1814 with 

the deaths of two servants John Price and Dennis 
Newingham being speared to death, and later the 
shooting of an Aboriginal boy by soldiers, one of 
whom was speared to death and his body mutilated.

 After a number of attacks and deaths of 
Europeans at MacArthur’s farm, Bringelly and attacks 
on Cox’s  farm at Mulgoa and the Nepean, mostly by 
Gandangarra people, Governor Macquarie decided 
to take a more punitive approach. Aborigines 
were forbidden to come within a mile of a settler’s 
homestead on pain of being shot and their bodies 
displayed as a warning.

 Things were about to get a lot worse on the 
Broughton property. The years 1812, 1813 and 1814 
had been brought drought and with European 
occupation of Aboriginal lands, traditional food 
became scarcer.

 Macquarie sent out three separate detachments 
of soldiers on April the 10th 1816—one to the 
Hawkesbury under a Captain Shaw; another under 
Lieutenant Dawe to the Cowpastures; and the last 
under a Captain Wallis to the Appin area. Their 
powers were broad: the sole purpose of these 
exercises was to kill all Aborigines irrespective of age 
or sex, whether friendly or not.

 Wallis lead his detachment of the 46th South 

The Blowing Up of the Boyd by Louis Steel
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Devonshire regiment of foot from Liverpool to the 
Appin area, arriving at Lachlan Vale on the 16th 
of April. They searched the area and only found 
abandoned camps, but the night of the 16th and 
17th was moonlit, so the search continued. As they 
approached the edge of the Cataract Gorge at 
1am, a baby was heard to cry, followed by dogs 
barking.  Figures could be seen running away, 
silhouetted against the sky, making for good targets. 
Fourteen of their number were shot dead,  others fell 
to their deaths in the gorge below. The soldiers took 
two women and three children prisoner. Two warriors 
were hanged, their bodies being left as a warning to 
others.

 Captain Wallis made out a report and handed it to 
Macquarie, who after some amendments, forwarded 
it onto the Colonial Secretary, Earl Bathurst.

 It isn’t certain whether Betsy and her family were 
living at Lachlan Vale at the time of the massacre or if 
they had been moved to a safer place.

 On the 22nd July 1821 William died and was buried 
at Saint Luke’s Cemetery Liverpool.

 On August the 28th 1824, Betsy married Charles 
Throsby at the age of 16 years at Saint Luke’s Church 
Liverpool.

 Charles was the nephew of Dr Charles Throsby, 
a settler and explorer who had a large property, 
Throsby Park at Moss Vale. Along with James Meehan 
and Hamilton Hume he explored the Illawarra area 
then went on to explore inland around the Goulburn 
area and land where Canberra now stands as well 
as discovering the Murrumbidgee River. He also had 
a property at Casula called Glenfield (his house still 
stands). In1828 he committed suicide over a business 
deal gone wrong and a long legal case ruling against 
him. He did not have any children, so nephew Charles 
and Betsy inherited his properties.

 On Throsby Park a new homestead was built. It was 
completed in 1836 (still stands and has received good 
maintenance in recent times).

 Betsy’s husband died in 1854, in their 30 years of 

marriage they went on to have 17 children—all but 
one reaching adulthood.

 A race meeting was held on the Throsby Park 
property in 1886, being named the Bong Bong Picnic 
Race Club. It is still going to this day.

 Betsy died on the 4th of January 1891 aged 83 
years at her residence, Throsby Park, Moss Vale. 
She was a very highly respected member of 
the community and was survived by three sons, 
six daughters, 78 grandchildren and 18 great 
grandchildren.

 Her funeral took place at Christ Church Anglican 
Church, Bong Bong and she was  buried at the 
cemetery near the church. So ended an amazing life.

 There are some interesting factoids...
 Nan Kivell 4-9-1898/7-6-1977 

Nan Kivell, born Rex Nankivell in New Zealand, 
an art collector, he enlisted in the New Zealand 
expeditionary force on the 31st of May 1916, 
serving from 1916 to 1919 working in a hospital in 
Brockenhurst, Hampshire. At this time he became 
interested in antiquarian things, becoming a collector 
of mainly Australasian and Pacific items. He built up 
a huge collection, finally selling it way below its true 
value to the Australian Government. He received a 
knighthood from the British Government at Australia’s 
request. He never visited Australia or returned to New 
Zealand.

 
Thomas Davis (the 15-year-old cabin boy)

Thomas Davis went to England and later returned to 
New South Wales and worked for Alexander Berry. He 
drowned in 1822 in the Crookshaven River.

 
Richard Read artist

Richard Read (ca.1765-1829) ex convict and 
colonial artist specialising in portraits.

 
Macquarie’s Report.

Evidence in Macquarie’s report to Earl Bathurst 
conflict with evidence of others who were at Appin at 
the time. The massacre was played down in his report.

 
Revenge on the ‘Boyd’

The revenge on the ship  ‘Boyd’ for what happened 
to Te Ara (George) may seem disproportionate. But 
Influenza had been introduced to the Maoris not long 
before, killing many of them. The Europeans may have 
been viewed as evil spirits.
 

Throsby Park as it stands today
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In the past...

Quote

Betsy Throsby (Broughton)
Betsy Throsby always wore long sleeves as she had 

been tattooed by the Maoris. She also remembered 
seeing her mother killed and dismembered.
 
Sources:-
Bob Walker— For loan of Family History papers
Dr Grace Karskens— Book, The Colony.
Dr Stephen Gapps— Book, The Sydney Wars
Marcia McEwan— Book, Great Australian Explorers

Glenfield Homestead Casula

1816 - 8 October - Simeon Lord was granted 1,000 acres of land south of Penrith.
1817 - 7 October - The Methodist Church at Castlereagh was opened.  It is the oldest Methodist Church in  
 Australia.  Over the entrance doorway are the words “Prepare to meet thy God.”
1826  - 6 October - Land grant to Francis Forbes, who was the Chief Justice of the Colony.  The grant was 120  
 acres at Emu Plains (now Leonay) which he named Edinglassie.
1832 - 1 October - David Lennox was appointed Sub Inspector of Roads and began work on the Lennox  
 Bridge.
1841 - 19 October - Thomas Appledore of Castlereagh died aged 75 years.
1868 - October - A National School at Regentville granted land.
1876 - October - Leo Buring was born.  He owned the estate “Leonay” at Emu Plains.
1880 - 4 October - Penrith’s Court House (the third on that site) was built.  The architect was James Barnett. It  
 was demolished in 1978.
1899 - 17 October - James Tobias Ryan died aged 81 years.  He lived at Emu Hall and was the Member for  
 Nepean.  He wrote a book called  “Reminiscences Of Australia (1788-1894).”
1918 - 21 October - Sapper Sydney Bennett died of disease, Damascus, Syria.
1919 - 3 October - Welcome home event at Protestant Hall at St Marys for returned soldiers
 26 October - Matron Kellet returns to Australia after a distinguished service record.
1924 - 16 October - A meeting took place to form a Historical Society.  Although much interest was expressed,  
 it is believed that no Society was formed .
1939 - 21 October - Golf course at Leonay opened.
1955 - 8 October - First electric train to Penrith.
1960 - 14 October  - Warragamba Dam was officially opened.
1963 - 25th October - Emu Plains transferred from Blue Mountains City Council to Penrith City Council.
1973 - 11 October - Official opening of the F4 Freeway Bridge over the Nepean River at Regentville.
1982 - 15 October - was a project of the Uniting Church and the Federal Government.
1986 - 25 October  - Emu Plains Neighbourhood Centre was opened.  This Centre was part of a joint Federal  
 and State project.
2000 - 13 October – Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games torch relay passed through Penrith.
2018 - October - Yandhai Nepean Crossing pedestrian bridge opens.
2019 - October - Penrith Council announces plan for a city park on the corner of Station and High Street. 

Do not resent growing old, many are 
denied that privilege. 

Irish Proverb

Riddle 

Answer to last month’s riddle 

How do you make your Waterbed bouncier?

Night and Day!

On a lighter note ...
It was a quiet Monday morning in September 

2053, when John woke up with a need to go to the 
bathroom.

To John this wasn’t just any day ordinary day!
This was the day he would open the last packet of 

toilet paper his parents bought in 2020!
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Museum Opening Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 4pm.

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of 
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is 
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day, 
please change with somebody 
who can.
Please remember to sign in the 
diary in the meeting room, and 
write any information in the diary. 
pertinent to your time on duty.

Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs 
raffle prizes, so if you can help in 
providing some, please take them 
to the inn.

Birthday Wishes to the following 
members

Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com

  Email     info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
  Phone    During opening hours  02 4735 4394
  President     Craig Werner   0417 271 328
  Vice President    Ken Wright   0407 473 530
  Secretary/Editor                 Trish Montgomery 0402 086 088
  Treasurer/Public Officer   Harry May   02 4732 1520
  Museum Manager   Ted Nowak   0451 035 185
  Business Manager   Jenny Hotop  02 4735 1654 
  Site Manager    Anthony Grainge  02 4731 2303
  Ordinary Committee Member  Richard Nutt   0407 014 157
   Lantern Tours    Craig Werner   0417 271 328
     or email:      craigj10@bigpond.com
  Heritage Advisory Rep.                  Beth Moore              02 4735 1734
  Speakers     Richard Nutt                  0407 014 157
  Books, Photography  Anthony Grainge  02 4731 2303
  Catering     Elsa Speechley        02 4721 4993
  

Contacts

Fascinating

•	 In space, you cannot cry because there is no 
gravity.

•	 The inventor of the light bulb, Thomas Edison, was 
afraid of the dark. 

•	 The letter E is the most common in the English 
Language. 

•	 There is no word that rhymes with Orange. 
•	 The strongest muscle in proportion to its size in the 

human body is the tongue. 
•	 A cockroach will live for nine days without its 

head, before it starves to death. 
•	 A duck's quack doesn't echo. 
•	 A pregnant goldfish is called a twit. 
•	 Women can hear better than men, Men can 

read smaller print than women.
•	 Every day more money is printed for monopoly 

than the US Treasury. 
•	 The words "Poor" and "poverty" appear 446 times 

in 384 separate verses in the Bible. 
•	 Michael Jordan was cut from his high school 

basketball team. 
•	 Benjamin Franklin's formal education ended at 

ten years old. 

Tony, Jenny H, Trish, Beth, Dennis, 
Carmel.


