
The Nepean District Historical Society is sad to report  
the passing of Bob Fielding.

Bob grew up in Kurnell and initially went to school 
there.

In the 1940s Bob moved to Kingswood when his 
father and his brother purchased an established farm 
at Kingswood on O’Connell Street.

He went to Kingswood Public School and then 
continued his schooling at Penrith High.

Bob’s love of farming was evident as he joined the 
Junior Farmers Group.

One project in 1949 the Fielding family undertook 
was to plant the trees in front of Penrith High School, 
which are still there today.

Throughout the 1950s Bob continued to work on the 
family farm at Kingswood.

The farm also grew table grapes that were believed 
to have been served to Queen Elizabeth on her visit to 
Australia in the 1950s.

Bob was also required to complete his National 
Service Training when he turned 18.

In the 1960s he joined The Nepean Rowing Club and 
took up rowing as a sport

Bob purchased his own farm from a Harry Woolman 
which had established peach trees and grapes.

The fruit trees did not fair too well and Bob turned his 
efforts to pumpkins, squashes, mushrooms and Black 
Muscat grapes.

Italian and Greek families bought Bob’s grapes for 
the Kingswood Distillery, which had been established 
in 1938.

In 1971 Bob’s farm was eventually resumed by the 
State Planning Authority for land to be used by the 
Western Sydney University.

After the farm had been resumed Bob established 
Nepean Waste Services, being a private contractor 
to Penrith Council before selling to the business 
Rethmans.
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Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you 
posted on what’s happening during the month.  

He was a member of the Nepean District Historical 
Society for over 20 years and during this time had 
devoted a lot of his time assisting and volunteering for 
the Society.

Bob served on the management committee and 
was awarded Life Membership to the society.

He was interested in bottle collecting and donated 
many valuable bottles to the museum. 

Bob had a wealth of knowledge about the area, 
from living and working and was of great value to the 
society.

Bob will always be remembered for his willingness 
and readiness to lend a helping hand.

On behalf of all the members we will miss him.

Robert (Bob) Keith Fielding

9th August 1934 to 23rd April 2020
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The first three articles on George Johnston have presented a pro-Johnston perspective of this prominent 
colonial figure. The purpose of this final article is to contest Johnston’s projection of himself as a ‘soldier hero’ 
and ‘saviour’ of the colony by exploring aspects of his conduct in 1804 and 1808 that show him in a different 
light.

Castle Hill 1804: Deceit & Deception
Johnston’s greatest success - the suppression of the Castle Hill uprising - was a function of his capacity to 

deceive others. Johnston did not honour the terms of the flag of truce. 
When he pulled a concealed pistol on Cunningham and took him prisoner. Johnston apologists would insist 

that the terms of truce only applied between gentlemen and that Cunningham’s rejection of Johnston’s terms 
and declaration of ‘Death or liberty’ marked the end of the truce and the commencement of hostilities. 

However, the entirety of the negotiations with the rebels was done in bad faith - Johnston’s word, and truce 
- were empty gestures designed to deceive the insurgents in order to buy  him time for him to execute his real 
intentions of bringing the rebels to battle when his forces were ready.

Although Johnston is to be 
given credit for preventing 
the immediate massacre on 
the field of battle of rebel 
prisoners, he is culpable 
for countenancing (under 
the rule of martial law) the 
execution of one in three of 
the rebels, an atrocity that 
never eventuated thanks to 
the intervention of Governor 
King. 

However, Johnston must 
bear responsibility for the 
summary execution (without 
trial) of wounded rebel 

leader Cunningham, who was strung up in the Government Storehouse in Windsor. The circumstances, and 
approach to the Irish, on this occasion was to be repeated a hundred and twelve years later in Ireland with the 
execution of James Connolly after the failed 1916 Easter Uprising - with dire consequences for British rule in that 
country.

  An understanding of Johnston’s behaviour is to be found in the English attitude to the Irish ‘croppies’. 
This was one of fear, racism and loathing  - a sentiment captured in the tone of the water colour painting 
celebrating the English victory at Castle Hill. The degrading and dehumanising terms - ‘Scoundrel’, ‘croppy-
boy’ ‘dog’, ‘deluded’  - used by Johnston and others towards the Irish in this painting reflect the prevailing 
ruling class attitudes of the time. 

Yet, in day to day dealings, Johnston concealed his real feelings towards the Irish. Prominent United Irishman, 
Joseph Holt, remarked that Johnston was ‘much the gentleman’ and ‘honourable’ in his dealings with convicts 
and the Irish.

Johnston, 1808: The Partial Player
Johnston’s claim to be an impartial player in the events of the Rum Rebellion beggars belief. It is evident that 

he did not directly seek power for himself when he usurped Bligh. After the coup Johnston quickly divested 
himself of the position of Lieutenant-Governor and left Macarthur, as Colonial Secretary, to exercise real power 
during the Rum Corps interregnum.  However, his class interests, as both an officer and significant landholder, 

Part 4: George Johnston - Hero or Villain?
Alexander & John Staats



aligned him with those of Macarthur and the Rum Corps Officer ascendency that  the overthrow of  Bligh was 
designed to protect.

In the lead up to the events of 1808 Johnston attempted to straddle his conflicting interests as a servant of the 
crown, an officer loyal to his regiment and a prominent businessman/farmer by being all things to all factions.

To Bligh he gave the appearances of being a dependable servant; as a magistrate he did not raise 
objections to the escalating legal proceedings against Macarthur; he was chief mourner at Bligh’s son-in-law’s 
funeral and he received Bligh’s correspondence in the critical days leading to the rebellion. 

To his fellow officers, he indicated that he was ‘with them’. Johnston was privy to the machinations of the 
Rum Corps that had, for months, been going on behind the Governor’s back. This included his attendance 
on the 24th of January at NSW Officer Corps dinner where plans were made on how to get Macarthur off the 
charges of sedition, and the decision to overthrow Bligh in a coup, was countenanced.

Johnston understood the complex situation in which he found himself. He took a convenient ‘out’ from 
his dilemma offered to him by the injuries he incurred in the carriage accident on his return home from the 
conspiratorial regimental dinner on the night of January 24th. On the 25th of January he used the pretext of 
‘life threatening’ injuries to absent himself from the growing political crisis. However his fellow conspirators would 
not let him off so easily; they dragged an unwilling Johnston from his sickbed to play his part in leading the 
rebellion on January 26th.

The Rum Rebellion: A Failure of Judgement
The pressure on Johnston to act against Bligh on the evening of January 26th was enormous. His fellow 

officers drew on the deep well of emotional ties to his regimental family and his brother officers to persuade 
him. Macarthur - compelling, ruthless and dangerous to cross - was brought into play, and considerable 
credence must be given to Johnston’s own assertion concerning the ugly mood of the mob (citizens and 
soldiers) who, having been whipped into a frenzy by booze, rumour and innuendo, were ready to take matters 
into their own hands.

There may have been other factors influencing Johnston too. The situation he found himself bore 
resemblance to the circumstances of the 1804 Castle Hill uprising; Johnston in 1808, just as in 1804, was called 
upon to be the ‘saviour of the colony’. Perhaps the feting, accolades, soldierly pride and esteem earned with 
his success of 1804, might be repeated in 1808 with the overthrow of the tyrant Bligh? Or perhaps there is some 
validity to be given to the notion that Johnston’s recent injuries had addled his judgement?  

 Whatever his true reasons for acting in the manner that he did, it is clear that regimental loyalty and officer-
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Convict Uprising at Castle Hill, 1804. (Watercolour, Artist unknown, NLA).  The demeaning of the Irish extends to mockery 
of their accent: ‘Oh Jasus’, and ‘all ruin’d.’



class solidarity trumped this duty to his King to protect the vice-regal from sedition and insurrection.

The Rum Rebellion: A Failure of Command
Yet another factor may have played on Johnston’s mind; that of the need to maintain order and control 

of his troops. In 1804 he came close to losing control of his blood-frenzied men on the battlefield of Castle 
Hill, and only wrought back command by turning his pistol on his own troops. In the deteriorating situation on 
the evening of January 26th, Johnston may have doubled his capacity to countermand his  troops, who had 
already been set loose on a drunken trajectory of rebellion.

Johnston’s march on Government House at the head of the Corps was a despicable affair. In spite of the 
show of drum, fife and flying colours, the assault was without honour. The cannons had been disabled the day 
before and the guard had abandoned their governor. A solitary figure - that of Bligh’s 23 year old daughter - 
Mary Putland, stood between the NSW Corps and their object. With a liberal spray of insult and an animated 
use of her parasol, she quailed the bayonet-bristling Corps into inaction until such time as she was physically 
removed from the scene. 

Following the arrest of Bligh, an alcohol-fuelled ‘riotous dissipation’ ensued for five days. In the streets effigies 
of the Governor were burnt. In these ‘Robespierrean’ scenes of ‘wild extravagance’, the soldiery of the NSW 
Corps took a leading part.

Court Martial, 1811: Unreliable Testimony
Eighty years ago Evatt’s forensic analysis proved Johnston’s court-martial testimony to be unreliable and 

overturned the charge of ‘cowardice’ leveled at Bligh. It is noted here that Johnston’s assertion that he, 
unlike Bligh, had never been the subject of, or the cause of, mutinous intent is also false. Johnston had his own 
mutinous disputes with Governor King and his commanding officer Colonel Paterson, the latter of which saw 
Johnston placed under arrest for disobedience to orders and sent to England for court-martial in 1800.

Balancing Judgement
Figures of history are rarely ‘black or white’. So too with Johnston. His error of judgement in supporting the Rum 

Rebellion casts a long shadow over his considerable achievements and merits as a soldier, farmer, loving father 
and husband. Perhaps it is best to acknowledge that we all have faults and that, in all of us,  there is both the  
capacity for the  ‘heroic’ and the ‘villainous’. Fortunately, few of us are ever placed in situations where we are 
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Fascinating
Hot water will turn into ice faster than cold water.

The Mona Lisa has no eyebrows.

The sentence, "The quick brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog" uses every letter in the English language.

The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue.

Ants take rest for around 8 Minutes
 in 12 hour period.

"I am" is the shortest complete sentence in 
the English language.

Coca-Cola was originally green.

The most common name in the world 
is Mohammed.

When the moon is directly overhead, you will 
weigh slightly less.

Camels have three eyelids to protect themselves 
from the blowing desert sand.

For a small amount of perspective at 
this moment …

•	 65% of Australians believe the pandemic is the 
reset we needed to re evaluate how we are 
living.

•	 58% of Australians want a simpler life when the 
pandemic is over.

•	 53% of Australians are really worried about the 
future.

•	 49% of Australians want things to go back to 
exactly how they were before COVID-19.

•	 48% of Australians expect the next few years to 
be very difficult financially.

•	 44% of Australians will not be able to relax until 
there is a COVID-19 vaccine.

•	 36% of Australians are excited about the 
opportunities that will emerge post-pandemic.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

https://www.mi-3.com.au/20-07-2020/thee-brand-new-
australia-65-aussies-say-pandemic-reset-we-needed



1806 -12 September - Governor William Bligh reaffirmed orders preventing settlers from crossing the Nepean  
 River.
1819 – 11 September – Proclamation to set up a convict Agricultural Establishment at Emu Plains with Richard      
 Fitzgerald as Superintendent of convicts.
1823 – 11 September – It is believed the foundation stone of Jamison’s house “Regent Villa” was laid.
1829 – 10 September – The Superintendent at Wellington Valley, John Maxwell became Superintendent at Emu  
 Plains and Superintendent of Government Stock for the colony.
1830 – 1 September – Jack Donohoe – the bushranger, who terrorised the district for some years, was shot dead  
 near Bringelly.
1832 - 8 September - John MacHenry died aged 43 years. He owned land north of the present railway line.
 30 September – The First Court of Petty Sessions established in Penrith.
1834 - 6 September - Sarah MacHenry granted 100 acres in the neighbourhood area of Lemongrove.
1838 - 13 September - St Thomas' Church of England consecrated at Mulgoa.
1853 - 6 September - St Joseph's Convent School commenced on the corner of Evan and High Streets.
1862 – 1 September – Penrith Receiving Station was made an official Post Office.
1879 – 11 September – Norman Lindsay, artist, was born.  He spent much of his life at Springwood.
1884 – 10 September – Penrith Public School Cadet Corps established.
1886 – 13 September – Mount Pleasant School changed its name to Cranebrook School to match the name of  
 the Post Office established at the School.
1895 – 9 September – Municipality of Castlereagh proclaimed.
1906 – 20 September – William Judges, an old identity, and outstanding citizen, died aged 80 years.
1911 – 26 September – William Hart flew over Castlereagh and up the River to “Edinglassie”, the first flight in the  
 district.
1918 - 1 September - Stanley Colless killed in action in France.
 2 September - Henry Burrows and Edgar Franks killed in action in France.
 30 September - Clarence Haynes killed in action in France.
1919 - 4 September – Masonic Loyal Alexander Lodge unveils its Honour Roll.
 13 September - Welcome home event for Castlereagh returned soldiers.
1929 - 27 September - Lorna Carrington breaks the World Race Walking record.
1932 – 15 September – Penrith Sub-Branch of the R.S.L. formed.
1938 - 10 September – The Explorers’ Memorial unveiled at Penrith which was erected by the citizens of Penrith,  
 on the 150th anniversary, to commemorate the crossing of the mountains by various explorers.
1956 – 29 September – The present Nepean Rowing Club building opened after the first on had been destroyed  
 by fire.
1961 – 29 September – Leo Buring died at his home, “Leonay”, Emu Plains aged 85 years.  He was one of the  
 pioneers of the wine industry and the suburb is named for him.
1975 – 13 September – John Lees Christian Centre opened.
  29 September - “Glenmore” was classified by the National trust.  “Glenmore” was the home of Henry  
 Cox, and later, our first Mayor James Riley.
1977 – 18 September – A plaque was unveiled to commemorate the restoration of the old Methodist Church at  
 Emu Plains (now the Uniting Church), and the establishment of Edinglassie Retirement Village.
1996 - 12 September - High Street reopened for traffic after the dismantling of the High Street Mall.
2000 – 3 & 4 September – Olympic torch relay travels through Emu Plains and Penrith.
 15 September - 27th Summer Olympic Games held in Sydney and Penrith hosted rowing, kayaking and  
 canoeing at the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games.
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In the past...

What falls but never breaks? What breaks 
but never falls?

Riddle Quote

Algernon Charles Swinburne

Blossom by blossom the 
spring begins

Answer to last month’s riddle - Fire
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I had to smile recently when I read in the paper 
(news.com.au) that the latest trend in lock down or 
staying at home is BUTTER CHURNING !

The popular social media platform TikTok has 
apparently been flooded with videos of people 
churning butter during lock down or staying at home

So, forget sourdough or even banana bread — it’s 
now all about making an everyday item from scratch 
at home. 

As we mark six months since the COVID 19 
pandemic kicked off it’s safe to say people have 
spent the days at home getting creative.

First there was banana bread, then there was 
actual bread and now it’s pretty much a free-for-
all, because can you really say you’ve been in lock 
down or staying at home unless you’ve posted a 
photo of your cooking masterpiece?

Yes, we know you can buy butter literally 
everywhere and it’s located right next to the cream 
which you need to buy to make it.

But evidently there’s something so soothing 
about the thought of making your own homemade 
butter the same way your grandparents or great-
grandparents might have done back in their day:

The Arms of Australia Inn Museum has hosted 
many, many school groups over the years and the 
volunteers have shown the children how to churn 
butter.

I never realised what trendsetters we were  …
I cannot wait to see what the next trend is …

perhaps washing clothes on a wooden scrub board 
and put them through a mangle!

Trish’s Food for thought

Museum Opening Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm to 4pm.

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of 
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is 
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day, 
please change with somebody 
who can.
Please remember to sign in the 
diary in the meeting room, and 
write any information in the diary. 
pertinent to your time on duty.

Raffle Prizes
Marie Viviani always needs 
raffle prizes, so if you can help in 
providing some, please take them 
to the inn.

Birthday Wishes to the following 
members
Bob Moynahan, Phillip Braham, 
John Carvan, Marg Collier.

Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com

  Email     info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
  Phone    During opening hours  02 4735 4394
  President     Craig Werner   0417 271 328
  Vice President    Ken Wright   0407 473 530
  Secretary/Editor                 Trish Montgomery 0402 086 088
  Treasurer/Public Officer   Harry May   02 4732 1520
  Museum Manager   Ted Nowak   0451 035 185
  Business Manager   Jenny Hotop  02 4735 1654 
  Site Manager    Anthony Grainge  02 4731 2303
  Ordinary Committee Member  Richard Nutt   0407 014 157
   Lantern Tours    Craig Werner   0417 271 328
     or email:      craigj10@bigpond.com
  Heritage Advisory Rep.                  Beth Moore              02 4735 1734
  Speakers     Richard Nutt                  0407 014 157
  Books, Photography  Anthony Grainge  02 4731 2303
  Catering     Elsa Speechley        02 4721 4993
  

Contacts

Ted checking out the verandah repairs


