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Welcome to the NDHS monthly bulletin which will keep you
posted on what’s happening during the month.

Diane Johnson Visits the Inn
On the 7th February, the
museum received a visit from
Diane Johnson, the great great
granddaughter of Thomas
Cornell (1859-1961) through his
daughter Ada Harriet (18841913). Diane was looking for
information and photographs of
Thomas Cornell and family.
Diane was shown two framed
photographs in our History
room. The first was of Ada
Harriet Payne, donated to the
NDHS by her parents Fred and
Lorna James. Ada Harriet was
Diane’s great grandmother.
The second was of Eliza Cornell
(1861-1913), Diane’s great
-great grandmother with Mary
Bunyan (1858-1950), donated
by Norma Ritchie.
We have a number of
publications on the Cornell
family written by Norma
Ritchie. Norma is the great
granddaughter of Thomas
Cornell. Some of the NDHS

Diane Johnson holding a photo
of Thomas Cornell with great
great grandson David Peard
1959

members will remember Norma.
She was a long serving member
of our society and is on our
Honour Board.
Diane now has copies of all
our publications on the Cornell
family including my articles on
Ada Harriet Payne (Chronicle,
March 2011) and Eliza Cornell
(Chronicle, October 2011).
Diane has learnt that her
father’s cousins are Norma
Ritchie and Joan Peard. The little
boy in the photo with Thomas is
Joan’s son David. Norma will be
90 on the 5th March and Joan 90
in June.
Diane has kindly given our
society her written biographies
of Thomas Cornell, Ada Harriet
Cornell, William Cornell and
Harriet Farrant. She was happy
with her visit to our museum as
she found photos of both Thomas
and his wife Eliza that she had
never seen before.

Thomas Cornell was known as the ‘great old man of Emu’. He was always an active man, tended the
garden, doing the lawn mowing and even chopped wood until he was more than 100 years old. He was aged
101 years and 11months. At the time of his death, he had 59 descendants – 3 daughters, 16 grand children, 30
great grand children and 10 great great grandchildren.

Being ‘Dan Kelly’
John Staats
Fundamentally, history is an exploration into ‘otherness’; we seek the stories and experiences of other people in other
times in (often) other places than our own. For most people the experience of the historical ‘other’ is encountered by
imagining the past with the help of books, films, historical sites or museums. Historical re-enactors do it differently; they
‘(re)-experience’ the past through embodied experiences. The historical re-enactors’ ‘historical’ imagination is informed
by sensory experiences aided by the use of the material culture of the past (clothing, tools, food etc.) in ‘scenarios’
informed by a ‘script’ or ‘narrative’ and (ideally) re-enacted in settings or places that are evocative of the past.
In this article we retell a story of an occasion of ‘historical otherness’ as experienced by (the late) Gavin Jones of the
NSW Corps of Marines. During the 2015 Ned Kelly Festival at Beechworth, Victoria he ‘became’ - albeit for a fleeting
moment - the bushranger, Dan Kelly.

The ‘Time Slip’ Phenomenon

A well-documented phenomenon amongst historical re-enactors is temporal disorientation that is triggered by
‘deep immersion’ in the past they are re-enacting. Called ‘time slip’, it happens in rare ‘goldilocks’ situations. It is an
experience of re-enacting the past so ‘perfect’ that the re-enactor becomes temporally disoriented, believing - albeit
ephemerally - they have done the impossible, and ‘time-travelled’.
About twenty percent of re-enactors claim to have experienced
this exciting ecstatic state - variously called in the hobby ‘period
rush’, ‘time slip’, ‘seeing the elephant’ or ‘the magic moment’. It is
not the sign of an unhinged mind, but rather the coming together of
a number of factors that trigger the ‘illusionation’ of ‘time travel’.

Hallucination or ‘Illusionation’?		

When historical re-enactors talk of experiencing ‘time slip’, they
are not hallucinating. A hallucination is when, in the absence of
external stimulus, there is an experience (whilst in a conscious
state) of something that is not there. An illusion is, on the other
hand, a conscious-state experience of that which is not there (e.g.
The 2015 Ned Kelly Siege of Glenrowan
‘the past’) in response to the presence of external stimuli (sight,
Re-enactment
sound, taste, touch etc.).
Re-enactors spent enormous time and energy cultivating through material culture, settings, scenarios and their bodies - external stimuli in order to experience a ‘real’ sensation
of the past.
Tanya Luhrmann, Stanford Professor of Anthropology, explains the circumstances in which lucid, rational people can
experience irrational and impossible phenomena that have all the sensory trappings of being ‘real’. She argues that we
all have ‘internal talk’ called ‘reality monitoring’. We use this to distinguish what is real in the world and what is imagined
or dreamt inside our heads. In some circumstances, ‘reality monitoring’ becomes ‘overloaded’. In these situations we can
misinterpret external simulti and have an experience of that which is absent and impossible, as being ‘real and present’.
The experience of a ‘sensory override’ of reality monitoring happens particularly with people who have ‘absorptive’
imaginations (can immerse themselves deeply in imaginative and creative states) combined with situations where there
is a ‘cognitive expectation’ (an idea of what is about to occur), ‘ambiguous sensory stimulus’ (especially experiences with
sensory ‘I-was-there-’ level detail) and ‘emotional arousal’.
Gavin Jones experienced such a ‘sensory-override’ (and ‘time slip’) when ‘playing’ Dan Kelly in the reenactment of the Siege of Glenrowan in 2015.

Gavin as Dan Kelly

Gavin’s experience of ‘time slip’’ happened when he took on the role of bushranger Dan Kelly at the
‘Siege of Glenrowan’. Re-enacted on the actual historic site of the Glenrowan Inn in the early hours of the
morning, Gavin was kitted out in a replica version of the body armour worn by Dan Kelly together with period
firearms.
I use Gavin’s words, but explain his experience using Luhrmann’s theory of ‘sensory override’.
Gavin’s experience of ‘sensory override’ fed off a cognitive expectation (Gavin ‘is’ Dan Kelly, and there is a
‘script’ to follow), emotional arousal (the stress of being ‘shot at’) and ambiguous stimulus (surroundings, noise,
darkness and smoke) of the re-enactment. Gavin explains how he ‘time-slipped’ and recounts the ‘historical
sensation’ that accompanied the experience.
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Dan Kelly’s Armour at Beechworth(L).
Gavin wore a replica
First there was the cognitive expectation – the ‘role of Dan
Kelly at the Glenrowan Inn’:
This year I was asked to step into Dan Kelly’s role .... So for
the burning of the Annie’s Inn, The Glenrowan, I got to play
Dan Kelly. I got to put … the armour on, the metal armour;
it’s a replica of the original, but it was metal armour, same
weight, same grade, same style, as the original armour,
and I’m armed with a shotgun.
Next there came ambiguous stimulus (‘pitch black’) and
emotional arousal (‘these guys are out to kill me’, ‘It became
desperate’) and this leads to Gavin going ‘back in time’:
I’ve gone through the door, it’s pitch black, and we’re
being fired at by police all around. I went back in time.
I thought to myself, these guys are out to kill me. It
became desperate, it became frantic. I was loading that
shotgun, without even seeing it, in this armour, which was
very difficult to do...			
Then Gavin experienced ‘historical otherness’ and ‘lost’ himself in ‘the past’:
Gavin recovered himself in the present when the re-enactor playing Ned Kelly intervened:
And then I heard Ned say “Back, get back inside, come back inside”, and I felt someone pull me back
inside the inn. I go back inside the inn and I snapped out of it. But for that brief...twenty seconds, thirty
seconds, whatever it was, minute-and-a-half, I was out there, I was in the zone.
Gavin later explained the contradictory state (‘the ‘time slip’/’magic moment’‘zone’) he had experienced. It
was a sensation of being simultaneously being embodied and disembodied in time:
... I know a lot of re-enactors that that’s happened to ... from medieval right the way through to 		
modern. They do something and it’s like having an out-of-body experience, except you’re not out
of your body, but you, in some ways you are, because you’re seeing it from a different level. You’re
standing there, looking at the cops firing their guns at you, you’re firing back, but you’re not seeing it
front on, you’re seeing it from above.			
And that’s happened to me on two or three occasions in my...sixteen years of doing historical re-		
enactment. The objects made it, the objects were the things that actually brought it out. 		
For re-enactors, things are at the centre of the phenomenon of ‘time slip’ - material objects, artefacts,
places and bodies. These material ‘things’ work together and serve to externalize and project the imaginative
historical thinking of re-enactors, make it concrete, and ‘sensible’ (i.e. ‘knowable and intelligible through the
senses’).
‘Time slip’ is a rare and far from a universal experience. Some re-enactors dismiss it as ‘bloody nonsense’ but
those who have encountered the historical sensation of ‘the magic moment’, recognise it is an ecstatic and
transformative experience that changes the way they think, feel and physically engage with the past.
I thank (the late) Gavin Jones for sharing this experience of ‘time slip’. I am sure, now he is free from the bonds
of body, time and place on earth, that he is availing himself of the opportunities for plenty of ‘time-travel’ in the
hereafter. Enjoy it, my friend.
						

Reference:
Luhrmann, Tanya (2012) When God Talks Back
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OUT OF THE PAST

HOW DID THEY SEE US?

1813 Gregory Blaxland
When Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson and William Charles Wentworth travelled from Blaxland’s farm at
South Creek in their epic journey over the Blue Mountains, they passed through what is now Penrith and Emu
Plains.
The area then did not boast a village and the only description Blaxland gave in his diary was that the land
between the Nepean River (Emu Island as he called it) and the mountains was forest land with good grass.
He spoke of a “settlement” on the eastern side of the river but it would have been close to the river, not near
our present shopping area, and would have been a few houses only.
1813 George William Evans
Again, the Penrith side of the river was not mentioned but Evans thought the land from the river to the
mountains was forest with good grass and some water and would be good feed for sheep.
He said the ascent from Emu Island to the mountains was regular and easy.
1814 William Cox
Cox reported that the banks of the river were very steep on the eastern side,
it took some time to get his equipment down there.
The Emu side was covered with swamp oak which they found very hard to cut and root.
He confirmed Evans’ story that a creek ran across the plain.
1815 Governor Macquarie
The Governor’s party gave accurate description and drew pictures of the mountain area and the land over
the mountains but gave little time to Penrith Emu Plains districts.
The only information we can glean is that there were Government Stockyards on the Emu Plains side of the
river almost exactly opposite Sir John Jamison’s house.
1815 Major Henry Antill
Major Antill went with Governor Macquarie and from his journal we are told the ford was about a mile
downstream from Sir John’s house (near the present weir).
He thought the land was “much the same as that around Sydney but larger and better timbered.”
1819 Mm Jean Quoy, Charles Gaudichaud and Alphonse Pellion
Three members of a French expedition to Australia between 1817 and 1820, thought the road to Penrith was
“beautiful and level” and “very pleasant, the mimosas which are thick, form a hedge on either side which rests
the eye by beauty of the foliage, while its flowers fill the air with the sweetest perfume.”
They go on to describe the river as 80 to 100 feet broad (24m – 30m) and 15 to 18 feet deep (4.4m – 5.5) “Its
course is placid; its pure freshwater is well stocked with excellent fish.”
The soil east of Penrith was poor but “on either side of the Nepean we saw unfold level country, where the
trees were gigantic and … many grasses grew forming a magnificent meadow.”
The French travellers also tell us that there was a convict establishment on Emu Plains where 140 men were
grouped in 25 to 30 huts.
1822 Mrs Hawkins
Mrs Hawkins was the first woman to cross the mountains.
She tells us that there was a Government House and depot but beyond these there are no habitations until
you reach Bathurst except a solitary house at different places where people sleep.
Mrs Hawkins stayed at Sir John Jamison’s house and described the sumptuous meal to her sister Ann “to show
that it is possible for people to live here.”
On the mountains, she said were covered with wood, lofty trees, and small shrubs, many blooming with
beautiful flowers.
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1822 Barron Field
Although Barron Field was most critical of the time, effort and danger involved in the crossing the Nepean, he
was very descriptive and glowing in his report of the trees and shrubs and said “New South Wales is a perpetual
flower garden.”
He describes the trees, their flowers and foliage in great depth.
Field described the Agricultural Establishment at Emu Plains where there were 350 men and women.
Wheat, maize, and tobacco were grown on this rich arable land.
He called the Nepean the “Nile of Botany Bay” and said the Government should keep all this fertile land to
grow food.
1824 Rene Lesson
Another Frenchman, M. Lesson was impressed with the level road through fields under cultivation and pasture
and at intervals along the road there were farms under cultivation and clearing.
Again, he gave fine descriptions of the native trees and was amazed at the “immense corpulence” of the
owner at Eastern Creek, “Lumpy Dean.”
He described the river as one of importance and mentioned flooding, although apparently it was very low
when he saw it.
The river bed, he said was covered with great quantities of gravel, sandstone, quartz, granite and serpentine.
The river was well stocked with fish, and two kinds of river scallops hitherto unknown.
Although there was a ferry, Lesson said the heavy toll discouraged farmers from using it.
He said several houses formed a village on the eastern side and this was called Pennerius (Penrith) and
whole of Emu Plains was Government owned and the convict farm was very profitable and the best in the
neighbourhood.
He was most impressed with the convict farm and the supervision of the convicts.
They had cattle, sheep, horses and pigs.
Mr Lesson’s description of the convict establishment is one of the best available.
1827 Captain William Dumaresq
Dumaresq called at Minchinbury and Mt Druitt estates before going to South Creek and on to the Nepean
where he called on a friend (un-named) who “can show some of the most substantial farm buildings in the
colony.”
Emu Plains he thought was one of the most fertile and beautiful tracts of country in the colony.
Although he could admire the Government crops on Emu Plains, he was critical of the Government owning
such a large farm as it meant a loss to the poor hard working settler with only a small farm
Standing on Lapstone Hill, Dumaresq looked over the Cumberland Plain.
He saw the villages of Castlereagh, Richmond and Wilberforce and the town of Windsor.
He saw the “palace of Regentville” which he thought “the finest thing of its kind in New South Wales.”
Opposite that was the “romantic retreat” of Edinglassie.
He envisaged Emu Plains as being the site for a big town with a Court House, church spire, smithy and happy
peasantry.
1835 James Backhouse
Penrith was at that time a small, scattered town on the Nepean River.
Backhouse, a missionary, went to the Police Office to ask permission to hold a meeting.
he had a small congregation and found “religion and morality were at a low ebb.”
Another village called Nepean was situated near the river but the religious feeling was also low there.
1836 Charles Darwin
Darwin thought the “MacAdam Road” was excellent but was unhappy to see parties of convicts working on
them.
The road was almost as busy as an English road but there were more alehouses along it.
Darwin stayed the night at the Emu Inn.
He was struck by the beauty of the scenery which pleased “even a person …. Thinking of England.”
5

“Harmless savages” wandered about the area.

FRIENDS OF PENRITH REGIONAL GALLERY, HOME OF THE LEWERS BEQUEST
PRESENT SINGING, STORY-TELLING & POETRY BY THE

SILVER FOX

1839 Mrs Lousia Meredith
Mrs Meredith thought the road to Penrith was
occasionally pleasant but monotonous and hot.
The road was dusty and there were many
grasshoppers.
As they drove through Penrith to the river, she noted
the long village with a few pretty houses and many
new looking ones with windows, shutters, verandahs
and railings and a few pretty gardens.

BARBERSHOP QUARTET
MONDAY, 14th March AT 10.30am
AT THE GALLERY
86 RIVER ROAD, EMU PLAINS
MORNING TEA WILL BE SERVED BEFORE THE
PERFORMANCE
$20.00 PER PERSON
BOOK BY CREDIT CARD/CASH AT THE GALLERY IN PERSON,

Lorna Parr Member NDHS
Reproduced from Penrith and Thereabouts
September 1990

BY PHONE OR ONLINE
Ph 4735 1100

www.penrithregionalgallery.com.au

BOOK BY WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH
Please note the wearing of face masks is mandatory
Proof of vaccination or an exemption must be shown

Glenbrook & District Historical Society Inc.
‘History Walks’

PROCEEDS TOWARDS THE CONSERVATION OF ARTWORKS

Programme 2022
All on Saturdays Walks led
by Doug Knowles and John Dikeman
EASY gradients. Firm underfoot. 1½ hours. Average.
MEDIUM. Short steep sections, some rough sections.
2 hours. Average.
HARD. Steep, rough, 4 to 6 kms. 3 hours plus.
Average
March 19 1.30 pm “Glenbrook Discovery Heritage
Walk”: Historic sites, houses and the 1892 railway
route to Lapstone Hill Tunnel, West Portal.
Adults: $10 Accompanied Children under 16yrs:
FREEPLEASE NOTE: All bookings are subject to
COVID-19 regulations
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: Phone Doug on 4751 3275
(Please allow the phone to ring longer than usual)
for details on meeting place.
Good walking shoes are essential. Please bring a
hat and drinking water. (No dogs please.)
BAD WEATHER ON THE DAY: Excessive wind or rain
could cause cancellation
due to hazardous conditions.

Street garden of St. Pauls (heritage listed
church) BULBS donated by N.D.H.S

Quote

Riddle

There is a harmony in Autumn, and a luster in its
sky, which through the summer is not heard or
seen, as if it could not be, as if it had not been!

I have a single eye but cannot see. What am I?

Answer to Last Month's Riddle
They each eat half of their own chocolate bar,
one chocolate bar is bigger than the other.

Percy Bysshe Shelley
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WHAT'S ON

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

26TH MARCH
NDHS MARCH MEETING
at 1PM
***
PENRITH REGIONAL GALLERY
Various Workshops and Exhibitions – Summer Series
15 January 2022 to 17 April 2022
***
VALLEY HEIGHTS LOCOMOTIVE DEPOT HERITAGE
MUSEUM
Museum Open Day Sun, January 23, 2022,
10am – 4pm
Visit the Museum.
Steam or Diesel hauled Train rides aboard
the Valley Heights Mixed or the 1890s Sydney Steam
Tram
TIckets available:
book online now for morning 10:00-13:00 or
afternoon 13:00-16:00 session

This year has been a little different in many
ways for the Society and it needs your support
more than ever.
Membership Renewals
are still being accepted as your 2021
Membership ended on the
31st December 2021.
Payment can be made by direct deposit,
cheque or cash.
Bank details for a direct deposit are:
Account Name - NDHS
BSB - 032 271
Account Number - 683 727
By cheque:
NDHS
PO BOX 441
PENRITH NSW 2751
Cash
On any Wednesday between
10am to 12pm at the Museum

Contacts
Email 				
Phone				
President 				
Vice President 			
Secretary/Editor
Treasurer/Public Officer 		
Museum Manager 		
Business Manager 		
Site Manager 			
Ordinary Committee Member
Lantern Tours 			
					
Heritage Advisory Rep.
Speakers 				
Books, Photography		

info@armsofaustraliainn.org.au
During opening hours 02 4735 4394
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
Ken Wright 		
0407 473 530
Trish Montgomery
0402 086 088
Harry May 		
02 4732 1520
Ted Nowak 		
0451 035 185
Jenny Hotop		
02 4735 1654
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303
Richard Nutt 		
0407 014 157
Craig Werner 		
0417 271 328
or email:
craigj10@bigpond.com
Beth Moore
02 4735 1734
0407 014 157
Richard Nutt
Anthony Grainge
02 4731 2303

Meetings
The NDHS meets on the 4th Saturday of each month
with a guest speaker at 1pm on the premises, Cnr. of
Great Western Highway & Gardenia St, Emu Plains.

Please note that the inn alarm is
now on.
If you can’t make your duty day,
please change with somebody
who can.
Please remember to sign in the
diary in the meeting room, and
write any information in the diary.
pertinent to your time on duty.
Birthday Wishes to the following
members
John, Harry,Connie, Paul
Wheeldon Allison
Raffle Prizes
The society always needs raffle
prizes, so if you can help in
providing some, please take them
to the inn.

Museum Opening Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2pm
Sunday by Appointment.

Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in articles in this Bulletin are those of the contributor
and not the views of the Nepean District Historical Society.
Contributions for the next Bulletin to - trishmontgomery1970@gmail.com

